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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m. and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.
HOUSING.
{a) As to Applications for Homes.
Mr. NEEDHAM asked the Minister for
Housing: .
(1) What is the number of applications

before the Housing Commission for Com-
monwealth-State tenancy houses from—

(2) marued couples without fami-
lies;

(b) married couples with families?

(2) What is the number of applications
for permits to build homes before the Hous-
ing Commission from— -

(a) married ecouplles without child-
Ten;
(b) married couples with children?

(3} What is the number of applications
for homes before the Housing Commission
from two- and three-unit families?

The MINISTER replied:

{1) The number of applications under
the Commonwealith-State Rental Housing
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Scheme on hand at the 31st July, 1948, was
as follows:—
Married couples without family

2 unit 2,008
3 unit 3,704
Other 3,544

9,346

This number inclides applicants
who have applied under other sec-
tions as well as those who submitted
an application under the ‘recently-
announced special scheme for small-
unit families.

This number includes applicants

mits to build on hand at the 31st July, 1948,
was as follows:—

Married couples without family

2 unit 1,101

Married coup]es w1th 1
child 1,009
Other a7
2.981

This number includes applicants
who have applied under other see-
tions as well as those who submitted
an application under the recently-
announced special scheme for small-
unit families,

(3) See (1) and (2).

(b) As to Supply of Baths and Sinks.

Mr, STYANTS asked the Minister for
Housing:

(1) Is there a shortage of cast iron baths
and sinks in this State?

{2) Hgw many were used in Common.
wealth-State houses and war service homes
during the past 12 months in the metropoli-
tan area?

(3} How many were used in workers
and war service homes on the Eastern Gold-
fields during that period?

{4) How many Commonwealth-State
houses and war service homes were equipped
with galvanised iron sinks and baths daring
the same period in the metropolitan areay

(5) How many galvanised iron baths and
sinks have been, or were being, installed in
workers and war service homes on the
Eastern Goldfelds during the past 12
months?
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(6) What are the percenfages of gal-
vanised iron baths and sinks installed in all
homes built under the jurisdiction of the
State Housing Commission, in the metro-
politan and Eastern Goldfields areas, res-
pectively, for the past 12 months?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Yes,

(2} Cast iron poreelain enamelware baths
and sinks used in Commonwealth-State

homes and war services homes during the
past 12 months were:—

Baths. Sinks,
Commonwealth-State 379 301
War service homes 281 256

(3) Three east iron porcelain enamel-
ware bathg and three sinks were used in
war service homes and workers homes
constructed on the Eastern Goldfields dur-
ing the same period.

{4) During the same period the follow-
ing houses were equipped with galvanised
iron baths and sinks in the metropolitan
aren:—

Baths. Sinks.
Commonwealth-State 326 —
War service homes 1 —

(5) During the same pericd 24 honses
were equipped with galvanised iron baths
on the Eastern Goldfields, and three were
equipped with galvanised iron sinks.

(6) Respective percentages of galvanised
iron baths and sinks to all homes econ-
structed :

Baths. Sinks.

Metropolitan ‘e 3% —

Eastern Goldfields B8% 11%

The alloeation of baths and sinks is
governed by the supply position at the time
of completion of the home and tle umse of
galvanised iron bathe is a temporary meas-
ure to facilitate early oceupation. Most
galvanised iron baths are made up loeally
and are readily available.

(c) Ag¢ to Effect of M-hour Week on
Building.

Mr. YATES asked the Minister for Hous-
ing:

What effect has the infroduction of the
forty-hour week had on the building of Com-
monwealth-State rental homes?

The MINTSTER replied:

The introduetion of the 40-hour week has
slowed down the effective huilding rate and
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has resulted in an increase of npproximately
10 per cent. in “on site” labour costs. In
addition, since the 1st January there have
been substantial increases in the cost of
materials which, however, may be not wholly
attributable to the introduction of the 40-
hour week.

RAILWAYS.

{a) As to Engines Awaiting Repairs.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister for
Railways:

What was the total number of engines,
excluding A.5.Gs., which were ont of traffie
awaiting repairs at the 30th June for the
years 1845 to 1948 (inclusive), respectively?

The MINISTER replied:

1945, 47; 1946, 32; 1947, 43; 1948, 58.

(b) As to Childrew's Concession Fares on
Departmental Buses.

Mr. MURRAY asked the Minister for
Railways:

(1) Is he aware that concession rail fares
to school children attending country high
schools, ete., travelling toe and from home
during the holiday period, do not apply to
buses operated by his department?

{2) Is he aware that it is intended to
charge full adult fare of 2d. per mile?

{3) Will he take action to ensure that
concession fares are applied on all bus routes
where no alternative mode of transport is
operating?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) Children 14 years of age and over al'e
charged full adul{ fares.

(3) It is not proposed to introduce con-
cession fares on railway road serviee,

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: So you arc going
to put up children’s fares!

MILK BOARD.

As to Legislation to Alter Constitution.

Mr. MURRAY asked the Minister for
Lands:

Following my previous questions relating
to the constitution of the Milk Board—

(1) Does the Government intend to in-
troduce legislation to alter the board as
at present constituted?
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(2) Will this legislation be introduced
during this session?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) The matter is receiving close con-
sideration.

(2) If decided npon, a Bill will come for-
ward this session.

CAUSEWAY,
As to Surface Top-dressing.

Mr. YATES asked the Minister for
Works:

As it appears unlikely that the new
causeway will be completed within three
vears, will he anthorise expenditure on the
top-dressing of the present causeway—
similay to Adelaide Terrace—as a safeguard

to motorists?

The MINISTER replied:

The maintenance of the road surface and
the Uimber bridges wili be continued until
the new causeway is opened to traffic.

The type of maintenance on any particular
section will depend on local cireumstances.
Large jrregularities in the deck, which have
resulted from slight subsidence of some of
the supporting piles, have been checked by
the strengthening of the timber substructure
at these loealities, but the elimination of these
irregularities in the pavement by placing
extensive quaﬁtities of bituminous macadam
is generally inadvisable as this inereases the
total weight of the deck system and so in-
creases the possibility of further subsidence.

POTATOES,
As to Commonwealtk Subsidy and Prices.

Mr. HOAR asked the Minister for Lands:

(1) In view of the possibility of the Com-
monwealth subsidy on potatoes eceasing on
the 31st October, 1948, as a result of the
lack of agreement on acreage between the
States, has the State Government any plans
prepared to protect the State’s growers
against unfair competition and throat-eut-
ting that eould easily arise out of this lack
of agrcement?

(2) If such plans exist, what action does
the Government propose to take to compen-
sate growers for the loss of the subsidy?

(3) Will this action resnlt in a marked
increase in the price of potatoes to the.con-
sumerg in this State?
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(4) Does the Government feel that a
State marketing scheme, where no unanimity
exists between States on prices and acreage
conditions, ean be regulated fo the advant-
age of both growers and consumers in this
Siate? If so, what steps does the Govern-
raent propose to take to achieve this?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) This matter is receiving eonsideration.

(2}, {3) and (4) Further information will
be provided as soon as possible,

WATER SUPPLIES.

As to Reduction in Goldfields Rates.

Mr. STYANTS asked the Minister for
Water Supply:

(1) Was he correctly veported in “The
West Australian” on the 13th July last as
having notified the seeretary of the Leonora
branch of the Liberal Party that a general
reduelion of water rates will he made soon
in the Goldficlds area?

(2) 11 so, in view of this and the promise
made by the Chief Secretary when he was in
Kalgoo-lie assisting the Liberal candidates
for the South Province and North-East Pro-
vinee elections last May, will he give Par-
liament some indication of when this will
{ake place, and what the exient of the redue-
tion will be?

The MINISTER replied:

(1} No, the reduction is to be on water
charges.

(2) Adjustments to sueh charges are near-
wg finality, New charges should be ready
for announcement within two or three weeks,

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. Styants, leave of
absence for four weeks granted to Hon. I.
Collier (Boulder) on the gronund of il} health.

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS.
As to Introduction of Price-fixing RBills.

THE PREMIER (Hon. D). R, McLarty—
Murray-Wellington) [4.41]: T move, with-
out notice—

That so much of the Standing Orders be
suspended as is necessary to enable the ‘‘In-
crease of Rent (War Restrictions) Act Amend-
ment R1ill,’? the '"‘Prices Control Bill'’ and
the ‘¢ New Tractors, Motor Vehicles, and Fene-
ing Materials Control Bill’’ to he introduced
and, if necessary, passed through all their
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stages in one day; and the aforesaid business
to be dealt with before the Address-in-reply
is adopted.

The repossession of houses and other
premises has hitherto been governed by
Commonwealth regulations, Following on
the recent referendum, the Commonwealth
has announced that those regmlations will
terminate on the 16th of this month. 1t is
therefore proposed to suspend Standing
Orders to enable legislation to be placed be-
fore the House so that the State may control
the repossession of premises when the Com-
monwealth control expires. It is further
proposed that the Bill shall proceed to the
seeond reading stage and, after it has been
explained, that the debate shall he adjourned
till tomorrow, so as to give members an
opportunity to consider that Bill and the
other Bills referred to. The Bills have not
vel arrived at Parliament House and 7T
understand that only one, the Bill vontrolling
rents, will he available for this sitting,  As
it will not arrive here unti] later in the
evening, T suggest that the Minister who
will introduee it-—the Minister for Housing
- should move the seeond reading after the
tea suspension. I am sure members realise
the necessity for passing  this  legislation
throngh Parlinment hefore the - Common-
wealth regulations expire.

HON. F. J. 8. WISE (Gascoyne) [4.44]:
Tt is most unusual in thizs Parliament to
interrupt the Address-in-reply even by the
suspension of Standing Orders, exceplt in
the case of the iniroduction of a Supply
Rill. Even in that ease, it is also anusual to
move the suspension of Standing Orders
withont notice. It will require an absolute
majority of members to pass the motion,
sinee notiee of it has nol heen given. [
have no objection to the proposed course. if
the matter is one of such urgeney that, when
the Commonwesalth contro] ends, this Parlia-
ment shonld pick it up as the Common-
wenlth relinquishes it.

The Premier: The control expires on the
16th of this month.

Hon. F. J. 8. WISE: The legislation first
mentioned in the motion, I think, does not
expire until the 30th September.

The Premier: No, on the 16th of this
month.
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Ion. F. J. 8. WISE: T have a rvecol-
lection of the Bill introduced last session,
when it was proposed that it should he con-
tinned until December, but I think the
Leader of the Opposition moved then to
have the date altered to September. T am
speaking of the Inerease of Rent (War
Restrietions) Act Amendment Bill of 1047,

The AMinister for Education: But that Bill
did not eontain any provisions relating to
repossession and te ejeetment of {enants,
and that is what it is desired to insert in
this Bill; or, at least, the other Bill did not
contain snfficient provisions,

Hon. F. J. 8. WISE: If the Common-
wealth regulations expire, then we would
lose contral gver evietions?

The Minister for Edueation: That ix =a.

Hon. F. J. 8. WISE: As T smd, T have no
nhjection to the proposed course and to
assisting the Premier from this side of the
House to pass the motion, IHowever, in
fairness to the House—and not only to thix
side of it—T consider that after the Bill hu-
heen introdueed and the second readine
moved, it should with the other Rills, b
adjourned for a dav, when the present
motion will stil] suffice to pass the Bill-
through in one day. If that is the eaxe, 1
am sure this side of the Ifouse will have
no objection to the passing of the motion.

The Premier: We agree to that.

HON. J. B. SLEEMAN (Fremantle)
[4.46]: I think the Government is indeed
fortunate to have such a generous Leader
of the Opposition as we have in this Cham-
ber today. Personally, T have no great ob-
jection to some control; but for this Gov.
ernment to rush in, as one memher said the
other night, bald-headed, and ask the
House to pass this motion, when only one
Bill will he ready tonight, is not fair, as
the same proecedure will have to be gone
through tomorrow. T want to know where
members of the Government stand. Are
they anxious for the econtinuance of these
controls? Have they forgotten what they
told the electors, namely, that they were
against controls? How does the Honorary
Minister think she ean support the motion,
when she is so against controls? But sinee
she has been a member of the Government
she has changed her mind. That was be-
cause the Premier had said that any mem-
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ber of Cabinet who ¢id not agree with what
Cabinet thought should pet out of it. The
Honorary Minister seems io have altered
her mind completely.

The Honorary Minister: T still am in
favour of control.

Hon. J. B, SLEEMAN: That is the rea-
son. The Honorary Minister is one of the
members of Cabinet and she knows that
that is so. As I said, I consider the Leader
of the Upposition is indeed generous, but I
for one am not prepared to give this Gov-
ernment permission to suspend the Stand-
ing Orders. If the members of the Govern-
ment were sincere, I would have no ab-
jection; bub they have said for the last
three or four years that they were against
2ll controls. Now they want to disturb the
penee and harmony of the House by moving
the suspension of the Standing Orders. I
would ask you, Mr. Speaker, whether in
your long experience—and you became a
member in 1924—have ever known of such
a request to be made, with the exeeption of
the suspension of Standing Orders for the
introduetion of a Supply Bill? That has
always heen the custom, In view of what
members of the Government have said about
control, it is bhardly credible that they
should now come along and ask for the
suspension of Standing Orders to introduce
legislation relating to motorears, tractors
and other machinery. This is what the
Honorary Minister said at the reeent elec-
tion—

Pacific Trade Essential to W.A,
Prosperity!

What is retarding this State’s growth in the
Pacific market? The old story ngain—DBoards,
Permita, Bureaucracy, distance from Canberra,
Taxation, Muddlers’ policy.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Who said that?

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: The Honorary
Minister. I am quoting from her pamphlet.
She now favours the continuance of controls
and permits, as well as muddlers’ policy.
She is supporting the motion for the sus-
pension of Standing Orders in order to do
that. The following is a Christmas eard
whieh the Honorary Minister sent to her
electors:—

Greetings for 1947 from Cardell-Oliver.

The War 18 over—but Peace is not with ua.
Tn this vast land ahounding with untold wealth
we are faeing serious problems and unrest.

Homes are being built but slowly, many are
still homeless,

347

They are still homeless, and apparently wilk
remain so. A man and his wife, withk no
children, will still be unable te get a house.

Mr. Yates: What would vou dot

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: The member for
Canning knows what I would do. The Gov-
ernment of which I was a member Lold the
public that the most important people came
first, and that those with large families
wonld get houses before the two-unit fami-
lics, The members of the present Govern-
ment said they would provide houses for
two-unit families, but they have done
nothicg. I will continue reading what the
Honorary Minister had to say —

Houses are being built but slowly; many
arg still homeless. Rail and slipping transport
is faulty and inadequate,

If we go through the questions on the notice
paper, we can see that it iz still fanlty.
"Half our trains run late,

Member: There are no ships coming here.

Hon. J.'B. SLEEMAN: There are ships
coming, but the Honorary Minister does not
have much to do with what is on board them.
Her remarks eontinue—

Boards and controls still block the path to
progress,

The Honorary Minister tonight is going to
hlock the path of progress by suspending
Standing Orders in order to bring back an-
other board. I think—D was going to say
something that you, Mr. Speaker, might ob-
jeet t9, and T would not like to ineur your
displeasure’ The Honorary. Minister’s state-
ment continues—

" Food is dug into the ground, thrown away

or preduction restrieted, whilst many children
are under-nourished.

The Honorary Minister is going to restriet
something tonight and upset this House by
helping to do something that has not heen
attempted in the last 30 years in order to
see how quickly the Government ean bring
in controls, restrietions, ete. Although I
am in favour of some controls, I do not
agree to suspending Standing Orders so
that ‘his Government might do something
which, it told the people at the cleetions,
should not be done. Members of the Cov-
ernment then said that the country would
be better off without restrictions and con-
trols. Why not let them go ahead and see
how they get on? T ohject to the suspen-
sion of Standing Orders.
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HON. A. A. M. COVERLEY (Kimber-
ley) [4.53]:1 wish to speak on this motion,
particularly because I recently had the
pleasure of the genial company of our
Premier, who was opposed to my ideas of
control. He spent 22 minutes in the town
of Broome advising the electors there to
vote {'No’’ at the recent referendum.

The Premier: I did not know you had
timed me.

Hon, A. A, M. COVERLEY : He told the
people haow superior State control was to
Commonwealth control. I took particular
note of his story, He waxed enthusiastie, as
he did during the last election, and made
promises I was eonvinced he would never
fulfil. One of his promises was that if the
¢‘No'' campaign was successful and the
Commonweszlth Government dropped its
proposals on the Saturday night, his Gov-
ernment was prepared to put them into
operation on Monday morning.

Mr. Fox: He did not say which Monday
morning. '

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY : He qualified
it by not saying which Monday morning it
would be. I think, when replying, the Pre-
mier might explain, so that I will be able
to tell the electors in Broome that he was
not exactly fooling, that he did not have in
mind a particular Monday morning. He
should say why he made that extravagant
promise. I realise this is a serious mat-
ter and, for the sake of the people of
Western Australia, we must support the
motion. I thought the Premier, after the
warnings he has had over his electioneer-
ing promises, might have been a bit more
careful. Perhaps in fnture he and his Min-
isters might be more ecautious in making
publie promises. I would like some ex-
planation from him before the motion is
agreed to.

THE PREMIER (Hon. D. R, McLarty—
Murray-Wellington—in reply) [4.54]: I
did not realise that the member for Kim-
berley had the watch on me when I was
speaking at Broome but, still, it would not
have upset me even had I known, It is
true that I advised the people to vote **No™’
on the referendum, but I did not tell the
people of Western Australia that all con-
trols would be lifted.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: I never said you told
them that.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The PREMIER: I said that some con-
trols would bhe necessary, and that the
States were quite competent to exereise
them.

Hon, J. B, Sleeman: All your Ministers
did not say that, either.

The PREMIER: The position has arisen
that certain legislation is necessary im-
mediately. I do not think any member
of this House wants to see the provisions
under the Commonwealth regulations, in re-
gard to tenancies, expire with consequent
wholesale ejeetments and hardship, In order
to prevent those things, and so that we may
have efficient control, I have moved for the
suspension of Standing Orders so that the
necessary legislation might Dhe introduced.
I dg not know what other means I could
adopt to give this protection. T was surprised

- to hear any criticism at all of the Govern-

ment's proposals. What the Leader of the
Opposition has said, that this is a most un-
usual course, is true. I realised it was
unusual when I moved for the suspension.
I think, however, that members will agree
we are facing a most extraordinary state of
affairs. I feel there is every justification in
asking for this suspension of Standing
Orders so that the legislation might be dealt
with before the regulations expire. Mem-
bers will still have the opportunity of say-
ing their piece on the Address-in-reply.

Question put.

The PREMIER: There is a dissentient
voice.

Mr, SPEAKER: Ring the bells,
Bells rung.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have counted the
House and assured myself that there is an
absolute majority of members present. T
declare the question duly passed.

Question thus passed.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Eighth Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR. GRABAM (East Perth) [4.58]: It
is not my intention to make any direct refer-
ence to the Speech delivered by the Lieut.-
Governor because I realise that he had
an exceedingly difficult job to make in-
teresting & very dull docoment prepared by
gsomeone else. On the last occasion that T



[11 Avcusr, 1943.]

addressed myself to this debate, I had the
happy experience of hearing the Deputy
Premier and Minister for Education say at
a later stage that there had been something
constructive in my remarks. I trust there
will be the same impression regarding at
least portion of my address today, but I
want to indicate now that before I have
concluded I shall be quite severe in my
eriticism of the Government and therefore
there will probably be a totally different
deseription of my speech this afternoon.

The Minister for Edueation: We can sift
the chaff from the wheat, you know.

Mr. GRAHAM: I assure the Minister for
Education that there will be just as much
fact and truth in my eriticism ag there will
be concerning those matters whieh I regard
as being more or less non-party politieal.
Of course, there is this point; every member
has to address himself to the guestion as to
whether or not any remarks he makes in a
general debate of this character have any
effect, whether it be on party or non-party
political matters. Notwithstanding that a
tribute was paid to certain utterances of
mine, T very much doubt whether any serious
consideration was given to any of them and
whether in faet they had any effect what-
soever.

Members might reeall that T dwelt rather
extensively with traffic problems. T notice
that one only has been dealt with, that is
—although there was doubt expressed in the
Chamber at the time I was making my
speech—that trams are no longer to run to
the other side of the river when the new
Causeway is constructed. I am not deeceiving
myself for one moment that any remarks of
mine were responsible for that, Therefore, it
is discouraging to members, who very often
have devoted a eonsiderable amount of time
and energy towards the preparation of
speeches, that they should be meaningless
so far as any results are concerned.

The Minister for Education: I had the

gsame sensation for 13 years and nobody
even replied to the debate in this House.

Mr. GRAHAM: What I am voicing is
that that has been the common experience of
members of all or no party,

The Minister for Education: You did last
year.

Mr. GRAHAM: On account of ration-
ing and the shortage of newsprint it is
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unfortunate that very little of what mem-
bers say in this House appears in the
Press, and that of course applies to all
members, It is necessary in a democracy
that the people should have some idea of
what their members are doing and of their
views as to particular matfers. I want it
understood that I am making no eriticism
of the Press because the rationing of news-
print is inevitable, It is a further unfortun-
ate fact that there is very liftle inducement
for a member to devote the time necessary
for intensive research if, as the result
of what may be an exceedingly fine speech,
only @ few lines dealing in passing fashion
with cne aspeet especially ultimately appear
in the daily Press and therefore that por-
tion ¢cnly is available to the people. It is
disheartening to say the least.

I suggest, therefore, in an endeavour
partly to overcome that state of affairs, that
the Ctovernment should, as a matter of
urgency, make an approach to the .Aus-
tralian Broadeasting Commission. My pro-
posal is that the time between when the
0 o'clock news finishes, and 9.30—approxi-
mately 20 minutes—should be devoted to a
review of the proceedings of the State Par-
liament and some of the highlights conveyed
to the people. Of course, I appreciate that
if that weve done part of a night’s proeeed-
ings would be missed, but it could be caught
up with in the suceeeding night.

The Minister for Education: They gave
some of the highlights of last night's debate.

Myr. GRAHAM: The A.B.C. does give
some of the highlights of every debate, of
cours®, but wbat I am asking for is that
there shall be some extension of the pro-
cecdings so that the people ean hecome en-
lightened as to what is being done in this
House, and they are certainly not having
any proceedings broadeast at the present
moment. We only sit for approximately

" three days a week and it would mean only

about one hour a week of broadeasting time
whilst Parliament is sitting. There are so
many hours devoted to the proceedings of
the national Parliament that I feel that we
in this House, as with all other State Parlia-
ments, have a right to at least one hour 2
week heing given to a summary and review
of the State Parliament. The Government
might, give consideration to what I have
suggested and then perhaps these reviews
or {igests could operate night-to-night from
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the econclusion of the Address-in-reply
debate,

There is a criticism I desire to make of
this Government and of Governments gen-
erally; that is, the lack of courtesy shown
to private members. I venture to say, with
regard to undertakings that are being
effected in various areas, that the members
who are responsible for them, and respon-
sible to the people, are complctely in the
dark us to what is being done. In very
many eases the first intimation we as mem-
bers receive is o pronouncement in the Press
or protests from some of our eonstitutents
who, through some means or other have been
suecessful in securing this information. 1
say that this is not fair to members.

We have n right to know what the
{iovernment proposes to do. After all, irre-
spective of what party they may be affiliated
with, those who oceupy the front bench
are merely in temporary oeccupaiion; they
are members of Parliament only and have
a responsibility to the State as a whole.
Surely an individual member, when matters
vitally affeeting his constitueney are dealt
with, is entitled to be eonsulted or, at any
rate, be given some prior information with
regard to the projecied steps. T will give
an illustration to bear out what I mean.

Recently an area of land in East Perth
was resumed by the State Electricity Com-
wmission. It eomprises part of the foreshore
of East Perth immediately north of the
existing power station. It was the belief of
people in that area, certainly of myself and
I think of very many others, that when re-
vlamation works procceded upsiteam there
would be a broad ecxpanse of esplanade,
gardens and reerention reserves with, of
course, & stone embankment and a riverside
drive. To the consternation of all con-
cerned, and withont consulting me in any
way whatever—and after all T am respon-
sible to 8,000 people who live in that
loeality—the Government, or one of its
departments, resumed that land and T am
unable yet to find out for what purpose it
was resumed, This was many months ago.
1t may be in use in perpetuity as a dump
for ash, or it may be used for the purpose
of dumping all sorts of gear and wheels and
other sueh accessories of an important insti-
tution and undertaking like the State Elee-
tricity Commission. For all T know—and it
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would only be running true to form—it
might be the intention to crect a whole lot
of galvanised tin sheds there.

The first intimation I had that this action
had been taken was a.protest signed by a
number of electors in that particular
locality. I do not think it was playing the
game with the member for East Perth, who-
ever he may be. I know, in conversation
with other members on both sides of the
House, that from time to time they, tao, arv
incensed when o member on the Government
side has temporarily been promoted to the
fiendish position where he can apparently
walk into the electorate of a particular
member  without that member, who s
responsible for it, being consilted irn any
way. I think it is time that sort of proce-
dure was brought to a sudden stop. I re-
peat what I said at the out-et, that this is
nothing new or novel to this particnlar
Government, It prabably has existed right
throughout the years.

I think the time is long overdue for some
vigorous protest to be made ngainst that
procedure. Later on I may feel disposed o
initiate steps for the purpose of forming a
commitiec of members whose purpose and
function it shall be to take appropriate
action—if it is possible for them to do so0 on
a non-party basis—to proteci the individoal
rights of private members irrespective of
party altogether.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: That is in their own
bands, you know.

Mr. GRAHAM: It is in their own hands
though it is far too late, of course, after
the land or area has heen resumed. Prob-
ably no other memher will be interested in
this particular matter after I have spoken
and tben the member for Geraldton may
have something to bring forward that will
concern his electorate. However, I do Bot
intend to pursue that matter further.

With regard to traffic and transport gen-
erally, I made some suggestions during last
zession and in respect of one point I imag-
ined the Minister for Transport was giving
it his immediate consideration and, as a
matter of fact, would have taken some posi-
tive action. I am referring to the faet that
vehicles for hire, whether they be taxis
or vehicles for the transport of goods,
have set agide areas of public highways
which they use for the purpose of trading.
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If T wanted to sell potatoes or something
else in Wellington-street, or any other
place, I would not he permitted to do so.
1f T desired to -sell a vehicle for hire I
could have as my sole prerogative a certain
area of the public highway. Many people
operating such vehicles have premises of
their own; they are eastly accessible hy
telephone. I think that should be the com-
mon rule as we have congestion in many of
the main streets. On account of that sort
of thing, I am surprised that the Minister
for Transport has not taken some aection
to give effect to what I thought he intended
to do some twelve months ago.

With vegard to garages and the sale of
fuel, and partieularly petrol, members will
recall that about two years ago this House
passed legislation to restrict the sale of
petrol to certain hours, in connection with
which, the Legislative Couneil was permit-
ted to tinker with that particular Bill so that
there was a loophole inserted providing that
in case of emergency petrol could he se-
cured outside the ordinary trading hours,
In consequenee of that, I venture to say
that you know, Mr. Speaker, and every
member in this House knows, that about
half a dozen garages in Perth are now trad-
ing 24 hours of the day. People are back-
ing in and getting as much petrol as they
have coupons for. Therefore, all that the
legislation has brought ahout is that a
certain isolated few, who do not fall in
with the prireiple or the spirit of it,
have earte blanche to operate 24 hours
a day to the disadvantage of the honest
trader who is endeavouring to do the right
and proper thing in regard to his em-
ployees. T suggest, therefore, that the Gov-
ernment should review the provisions of
the Aet in order that some equity may be
imported into it.

I wish to make a short comment on an-
other transport matter, namely, the restrie-
tions that are imposed upon privately-
owned vehicles On aceount of the confusion,
the overcrowding and the impossibility
of the Govermment’s providing adequate
transport in many localities, the restrictions
now imposed in favour of Government
transport should be lifted. I have had
experience in recent times, becanse of the
meagre petrol allowance granted to me, of
standing at certain street corners waiting
for transport to the eity and of three or
four half-empty private buses passing. Yet

. the Government,
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I must needs wait there 15, 20 or 30 min-
utes until such time as a trolley-bus comes
along. Those have been rare occasions in
my experience, but my heart wells in sym-
pathy for those people who have to suffer
that expericnee week by week over the
yvears. In the circumstances, the Govern-
ment should make some definite relaxation
of the restrictions,

The time has arrived, too, when there
roust he some staggering of hours, It is
impossible to transport 50,000 people to
their places of employment within am hour,
and then have all the vehicles and opera-
tives idle for the beiter part of the day
until the evening rush begins. A logical
approach to this problem is to stagger
starting times. A starting poinf counld be
made with the school children who go to
school at 9 o’clock. If the hour were made
9.30, ibe great majority of business people
would already have travelled to the eity.
There are people, even in such a long-
established community as that of East
Perth, who have to spend balf-an-hour or so-
waiting on street eorners and whe tinally
get to work late or are compelled to walk.
On school days, many of the vehicles carry
20 or 30 sehool children, who board the-
trams at more distant points and are tvans-.
ported to central schools in Perth. I suge
gest that some alleviation could be af-
forded if staggering were adopted in re-
speet to school children at any rate,

I wish to deal specifically with two mat-
ters before touching on the third, which is
The first is that all-
important one of immigration. For the
nine months up to the 31st Mareh last—
these are the latest figures available—a
total of 63,169 migrants arrived in Awus-
tralia. Of that number 46,634 were British,
leaving only 18,5256 other than British. Im
other words, 71% per cent. of those who
have arrived in Australia are of British
stock. That in itself is an answer to so
many of those earping erities who are as-
sailing the Federal Minister for Migration
on the score that he is swamping this coun-
try with aliens of various sorts, especially
when we bear in mind that Australia, re-
quiring population and having wide open
spaces, has an obligation to the people com-
prising the displaced persons of Europe.
Those figures were secured from the Min-
ister for Migration himself.
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I appreciate the concern implied by the
member for Swan in a series of questions
he asked recently regarding a eompany that
is taking advantage of g particular situation
to rob-—I use the word advisedly—certain
unfortunate people. I intend to give speci-
fic details presently. Ovwer the past 12
months or so, I have interested myself in
Italian people by endeavouring in some
small way to make them better Australians,
to moke them realise that this is their
country and that they have friends here.
Believe me these people are anxious to
secommodate themselves to Aunstralian con-
ditions. But members know perfectly well
that we impose certain hardships or limi-
tations upon their free interchange and as-
soeiation with us. I have only to refer to
some of the voarse terms applied to them.
Educated persons of a better type are
exceedingly resentful of that sort of treat-
ment.

The Italians who are here, members will
agree, are hardworking to a degree. We do
not find them eoming to this country and
purchasing buge hlocks of flais and then sit-
ting back and living on the rentals; we do
not find them seeking employment in Gov-
ernment positions; we do not find them
going in to certain sorts of shops and be-
coming traders; but we do find the
Italians —and this also applies largely to
Yugo Slavs—going out and developing the
country, doing some of the really hard and
difficnlt work, opening up vast areas and
developing market gardens and applying
themselves to potate prowing, firewood eut-
ting, timber hewing, mining and other such
tasks. This, I suggest, is the type of
migrant we want in Ausiralia, and not thosc
of the other category to whom I have re-
ferred. These peaple, I repeat, are a real
asset to a country like Australia,

Ag regards the Itahians, a sad tragedy is
being enacted at the present time. Very
many of those migrants arrived in Australia
upwards of 10 years ago. They came here
to find a niche for themselves, to establish
themselves in industry, with the idea lafer
of bringing their families to Australia.
Qwing to the infervention of the war and
of troubled times since, it has been impos-
sible for many of them to be re-nnited with
their families. These people are battiing
desperately to have their families Join
them here and, because their plight is so
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desperate, the situation is being taken ad-
vantage of by unserupulous people.

It is possible to travel from Australia to
Ttaly for between £90 and £113, If those
men are unable to bring their families to
Australia, the natural thing is for them to
return to Italy so that they may onee more
be with their families, and they ean fravel
there for an average of £100. But what is
the position? If they want to bring their
families out to Australia, the cost is far
more than they possess in cash and far
more than they ecan realise on their assets
because of the activities of unserupulous
people.

I understand that there are ahout 1,500
Italian people, close relatives and members
of families ready to come here. There-
fore, it would not be o tremendous task teo
bring that number to Australia. After all,
there are being transporied to Australia at
present ’oles and Balts and people of that
sort, of whom I offer no c¢riticism and uwpon
whom I cast no reflection, but these Italiuns
have heen here for years and have become
accustomed to our way of life and can
speak and understand our language. They
are developing and improving the country,
but they arc now faced with the position
of having to return to Italy while, at the
same time, we are bringing out brand-new
migrants who know nothing of Australia.
That is a tragedy, and everything possible
should be done . to hring those Italian
families out to Australia,

I have mentioned that the cost to return
to Italy is from £90 to £113. T shall quote
actual figures—''Tide Water,”” £95, third-
class; “Talisse,” £112 10s, one elass;
“*Btrathnaver,’” £98 13s. to £113, two-berth
cabin; and via England, £90 tourist-class
on a 22,000-ton hoat, plus only £8 15s. 7d.
for the journey from London to Ttaly. I
mention those figures so that members may
appreciate not only the tremendous cost
but also the disparity in the fares. Now let
me show what it costs for people to ecome
from Italy to Australia. The figures are—
£ Misr,'' £270 to £290 in filthy dormitories;
*¢Sudan,’’ £270 to £290: ‘*Toscana,’” which
is about to leave now, £200, third-class.
Members will appreciate how this boat will
be erowded when I mention that she is of
10,000 tons and carries 826 passengers,

To come by air.-by one of the B.0.A.C.
planes costs £285 10s. on the regular service
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but, as no seats will be available on those
plapes until June next, the fare by charter-
ed plane is £386 per head. For these people
to bring their families out is an impossibility

except for those who happen to have won

wealth of some magnitude in the few years
they have lived in Australia. Let me give
a few examples of what some of thesc people
have had to pay. Oune man, D’Alessandro,
brought his son here by air via the United
States—the only way he could get a pas-
suge—and it cost £414. This young wan's
serviees would be important to Australia
because he is a stonemasen by trade. An-
olher nmn, Frank Mariotti, who incidentally
is an Anwstralian ex-Serviceman, had to pay
£2,290 to bring his wife, four children and
a young Australian-born niece to Australia.
Another man named Dorigo had to pay
£1,920 for his family, and yet another,
Azzoln, had to pay £880 to bring his two
Australian-born children to this country.

Thus members may have some apprecia-
tion of what these people in dJesperation
are paying in order to bring their families
te Australia, but go many eannot afford the
terrific priee and so they are leaving Awus-
fralin.  Only the other night a man told
me with tears in his eyeg that he had been
here about ten years, and that his only crime
had been to go to Benger or some such place
and undertake the growing or digging of
potatoes,

Mr, Reynolds: He must have been a good
man if he was working there.

Mr. GRAHAM: I do not want any inane
interjections while I am diseussing a serious
matter.  That man bhas been endeavouring
to have his family brought to Australia.
He has tried all things possible, without
suceess. He has sunk money into this
Anglo-Italian Trading Company and feels
that the money has been lost; and, erying
to me, he said, “And now I have got to give
up all T possess. I am not going to be
separated from my family any longer. I
am going to book my passage back to Italy
by some means or other.” That is the
tragedy: that we are bringing aliens to this
country and others are going out of it mnot-
withstanding that they want to remain here
and have proved themselves good and nseful
citizens.

I will give a few facts about this Angle-
Italian Trading Co. It was advertised in
the Press that the “Medina” of 17,000 tons
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would have accommodation for 2,500 pass-
engers. Actually the tonnage is 5,426 tons,
less than one-third of what was advertised.
The ship “Wharton” was advertised as be-
ing of 22,000 tons and eapable of transport-
ing about 3,000 passengers. Actually it js a
6,000-ton vessel.  The fees to be charged
were £202, plus £5 booking fee, a total of
£207. Yet people are heing transported in
the opposite direction for less than half that
amount. The information I have is that
neither of those ships is in a fit condition
to sail; but it is stated that another vessel,
the “Napol),” is leaving somewhere in the
middle of this month to bring some of these
people out. There have been rumocurs and
quesiions regarding the bona fides of this
ecompany, as a consequence of which people
are Tearful that they have lost their money.
It seems almost impossible to cateh up with
the principals of the Anglo-Italian Trading
Co. In Western Australia alone, T have
been informed by the President of the.
Ttalian enmmunity in this State, a sum that
he estimates at no less than £50,000 has.
been subseribed by these people to this
compony; and yet now the general fecling
is that all or the greater part of the money-
has been lost.

In one case there was a widow who lodged
£1,500 to bring her children here, She fears
that all the money she has subseribed, or a
considerable portion of it, will be lost. [
have referred this see-saw arrangement of
bringing aliens to Australia while alicns in
Australia—naturalised Australians many of
themr—are- leaving the country, to the Com-
monwealth Minister for Migration. TUnfor-
tunately, no success whatever attended my
efforts. I suggested that in view of the eir-
cumstances, the Commonwealth Government
should endeavour to charter a vessel to
bring the families of these people out here,
or subsidise their passage so as to put the
figures on to a reasonable basis, instead of
their having to pay £290 to £386 to travel
by sea or air as at present. I was informed
that it was impraeticable to do this; and I
am now appealing to the Government to
make approaches, if it thinks there is some
validity in the proposition I have esponsed,
so that something c¢an be done to relieve the
plight. of these people.

T repeat that they are useful, industrious
citizens who have become acelimatised and
used to our ways and eonditions, and we
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should do everything to make them happy
and retain them here.  After all, in the
majority of cases, there are homes ready to
acecommodate these people. If there be any
prejudice at all against non-British peaple,
at least there would be this advantage: we
would be getting the majority of these
[talians as young people, as children, and
would consequently have a far better oppor-
tunity of instilling Australian idealism into
their make-up than would be the ease if
adults were brought here.  In the broad
sphere of humanity there are just as many
people suffering one way and another in
[taly as in any other of the Buropean
eountries.

What T have said regarding Italians ean
be said {o a very great extent in eonnection
with Yugoslavs, so far as service to this
eountry is concerned. Unfortunately—I am
not moing to judge the merits or demerits
of the situation—there is some strong
appeal from the couniry of their origin,
and many of them are refurning to Yugo-
slavia and very few are coming here. That
1s why I have confined my remarks almost
vxclusively to the Italian people.

Mr. Marshall: Do von not think that the
awctivities of this company should be subject
to investigation by the C.ILB.? I had a
sitnilar ease yesterday.

Mr. GRAIIAM : Definitely! The ’remier,
or one of the Ministers, in reply to a ques-
tion last week, by the member for Swan,
indicated that eertain inguiries were being
mude, and thet in view of the questions
addressed to the Government sfeps would
be taken to expedite matters.

Mr. Bovell: T am informeqd that it is not
an English company.

Mr. GHAHAM: I referred to its title, I
am not suggesting it is an English eompany.
T now wish to tonch on the question of
housing, Those members who expect from
e o bitter attack upon the State Housing

lommission or upon the Royal Commis-
siovner who inquired into the activities of
that department, are, to a very great extent,
going to be disappointed. After all, while
I was disappointed in many respects
over the conduct of the Royal Commis-
sion, 1 suppose T can find a certain amount
of satisfaction in the faet that of the eight
terms of reference seven were found in my
favour, gnd the eighth was not so found
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very largely because of circumstznces with
which members of this Chamber are familizr
and upon which aceordingly 1 do not intend
to dilate. The Royal Commission c¢onducted
by Mr. Moseley indicated to me, at any rate,
if it 1s a fair sample of Royal Commissions,
the utter futility of them, perhaps in this
case particularly becausc there was evident
a decided laziness on the part of the gentle-
man eoncerned, He seemed to think that all
that way required of him was {o sit back
in an office and people would come running
to him with evidence, There was no proper
endeavour on his part to go out and see
what was to be seen; to glean and garner
information. No, he preferred to adopt the
procedure he did, and the great bulk of the
matters he inquired into—the overwhelming
bulk-—were politely placed in his lap by me.
Had I not made data available to him—and
I was under no more obligation to do so
than onyone else—there would not have
been a Royal Commission at all, or only =
few isolnted eases would have been investi-
gated,

I suggested quite n number of steps that
could he taken, hut they were not; and 1
think that apart from a jaunt he took to the
country, therc was only one excursion he
made around the metropolitan area, appar-
ently without taking anybody with him. At
any rate, T had no opportunity te indicate
to him where he might go in order to sec
some of the sights. Apparently Mr. Mose-
ley decided, for reasons known to himself,
that it was best not to do that. Perhaps T
should overlook the fact that lie tried des-
perately to rob members of this Parliament
of their inherent right of proteetion when
speaking in the House, Beeause Mr. Mose-
lev was unsuceessful in his assanlt against
me, he went out of his way deliberately to
vilify me in the report he made. After all,
the terms of reference made no mention of
Grahamm whatsoever.  Yet he devoted a
whole scction of his report to an  attack
upon me. He was not requested or required
to investigate Graham in any respect what-
ever, vet he did it, probably sufferiny a
frustration because he was unsuccessiul
with regard to the action he sought to take.
In other words, he did it out of pique. This
is all T wish to say about Mr. Moseley: That
without my assistance, nofwithstanding his
remarks, there would have been no inguiry
worthy of the name.
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So far as his counsel, Mr. Negus, 15 con-
cerned—and I mention him beezuse rumour
has it that the Government is toying with
the idea of creating him a King’s Counsel—
I am informed that he sought a fee which
way practically staggering to the Premier,
when he was given the task of being eoungel
to the Royal Commissioner. I endeavoured to
aseertain what was the figure originally asked
—that is before he commenced and not
afterwards—but the answer to the guestion
did not convey tbat information. In any
case, he received £402 8s. The Royal Com-
mission sat for 32 days, a total of approxi-
mately 100 hours. Therefore he received in
the vicinity of £4 an hour, and about the
only service he rendered is evident from the
fact that with two or three exceptions not
one person before the Royal Commission
gove evidence.

From the moment the witnesses went into
the room they were subjected to a series of
questions, and therefore all that was given
to the Royal Commission was whgt Mr.
Negus thought they should give. Anyhow,
he did rather well out of it and, if he re-
ceives this additional honour from the Gov-
ernment, I suppose it will have heen worth-
while. 1 would say, in fairness, that it
might be thought that as the Royal Com-
mission sat for—I do not think it conld be
much more than—100 hours, there was a lot
of research and other work fo be under-
taken. But I know perfectly well that be-
fore 10 o’clock in the morning Mr. Negus
was attending to his private practice in
town, and the Roya! Commission adjourned
carly every aftermoon so thai he ecould re-
turn to his private practice. So he was not
perusing the evidence and the minutes with
a view to seeing whether there were conira-
dictions and as to whether he could pick up
his tracks next day to make a better job of
that for which he was being so handsomely
paid.

I raised my protest on two oceusions dur-
ing the last session of Parliament because
[ was dissatisfied and disappointed with
what was oceurring, not because I person-
ally had any housing problem or was indi-
vidually concerned abhont any hricks or
timber or other building material. T felt
that hardship was heing imposed and allow-
ed to continue and that a proper allocation
of permits and houses was not being made.
1 did everything T conld in this House and
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outside with one reservation—that is, the
breach:ng of confidence. Based on what I
stated in this House, I did everything I
could in order to effect an improvement, and
I .am wondering now whether any en-
deavours s member ecan make with regard to
any matter. ean really achieve anything.
Now that the Royal Commission is over 1
say that I have no hard feelings towards
the State Housing Conrmission, and I hope
—thongh it may be too much to expect in
certain respects—that they have no hard
feelings towards me. As far as I am con-
cerned, that was an ¢pisode which is now
closed.

I wish now to quote to the House a let-
ter, and I would like members to follow
it closely because it will reveal my
point. I will make no comment ahout
it but will leave it to members them-
selves., The following is my communication
to the Minister for Housing which iz dated
the 23rd July, and in respeet of which the
Ministar yesterday conveyed to me the in-
formation that something was being done:
but members will realise that this aetivity
is only because of my intervention.

The Minister for Housing: And had been
previously done, too.

Mr. GRAHAM: This letter will tell its
own story and is as follows:—

Because of the shocking nature of the cir-
cumstanees of the people living at 72 Brisbane
Strect, Perth, in a double-storeyed tenement
house, T submit the particulars of it to you
in the hope that your intervention will reamlt
in huwane trextment being necorded the uu-
fortuncte inmates,

The other day I made an inspection of the
place, n connection with which Mr. Needham,
M.L.A., during my absence from the city, com-
municated with the Housing Commission on
the 8th mst.

Mr. Douglas—who was in the first ALF,,
alzo served in the second world war—lives with
his wie in a front room. e is n public
servant who is, unfortunately, receiving radium
treatment at the Royal Perth Hospital for sus-
pected cancer,

Mre. Douglas is suffering some form of
nervous disorder and is being treated by Dr.
Watsor. They have in their room with them
a grandsen, aged four years, and I might men-
tion that this room is also used s their sitting-
room,

In another room Mr, and Mrs. N. D, Suiter
(the Ialter being a daughter of thie Douglases)
live with a son 4-years-old, who egleeps in
the double bed with the parents; a daughter
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aged two sleeps in a eot, and a baby aged six
months in another cot, This bedroom is also
used as a sitting-room for the Buiter family.

Mr, Suiter recently suffered a painful acei-
dent and is in 8t. John of God Tospital, being
expected home in a few days, He is ex ALF,
having served for four and a half years, in-
¢luding a period overseas.

Mr. and Mrs, Suiter have been living under
these conditions for two and a half years, and
made application for a rental house abont 18
months age, following which they were issued
with a No. 1 priority, but no further progress
has heen made. Mrs. Suiter has heen under
Dr. Georgeff, suffering from womb and bladder
trouble which recurs from time to time, and
she is now reeeiving treatment from Dr.
Watson.

Mi, and Mrs. A, H. Sebbs (the latter heing
another daughter of the Douglases) occupy an-
other room in which they have been existing
for two and a half years, it being used for
bedroom, sitting-room and dining-room. They
have two children, o boy aged four, who sleeps
with hiz grandparents (Mr, and@d Mrs, Douglas)
and a girl, aged two, who sleeps in a cot. Mr.
Sebbs served with the ALF, for five years
He made applieation for a house about twe
years ago and approximately 18 months ago
wag informed that he had been given a No. 1
priority, sinee when there has heen no change.

Last March there was an unfortunate acci-
dent when the Sebbs’s boy, aged four, fell from
the upstairs baleony, 16 feet to the grouwnd,
from the efferts of which he is recovering under
difficulties owing to the crowded nature of the
house, This episode had the effect of interfer-
ing with the health: of Mrs. Sebbs, who is in
o shorking nervous condition, which can be
appreciated on sight, and her mother informed
me she has periodieal hysterical outbursts,
and other violent turns, even to the extent of
having run away on oceasions, There is no
prospect of any improvement in her condition
whilst she continues to live as she is.

In another room, Mr. and Mrs. Hatton, who
have a son aged mine and n daughter aged
five, are domiciled, but they also have a com-
bined kitchen and living-room. The daughter
sleeps in the room with her parenta, the boy
in another room with a Mr, Wyld. This l1ad
suffers from a thickening of the lungs, and the
overcrowding in the house is bad for his health,
a doctor’s certifieate to this effect having been
given to the Housing Commission.

Mr. and Mrs, Hatton have lived for the past
eight years here, and applied for a home about
three years ago. Mr. Hatton served with the
ATF. for nearly five years.

There is only one bathroom at this place,
it being upstairs, and has to suit the require-
ments of evervone. Kitchen, bedroom and other
furniture is oceupying part of the passageway.
There are steep stairs in the dwelling which
must be blocked top and bottom owing to the
danger to the ehildren.

The backyard measures only about 20 feet
square, and portion of it is occupied by a
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wood heap, and other appurtenances to the
household, The upstairs verandah leaks to an
extent that makes it impossible for mnyone
to oceupy, and approaches to the landlord and
the Health Department have not resulted in
any improvement being effected.

The deplorable eonditions under which all of
these people, being nine adults and seven chiid-
ren, live, ean be appreciated from the fore-
going, purticularly when account is taken of
the state of henlth of the occupants, the faet
that the menfolk are all ex-servicemen and the
length of time that has passed without an
allocation Deing made, and other conditions
pertaining to this family.

I am further informed that, owing to the
necessity for taking meals in relays, the even-
ing meal, for instance, extends from about .30
p-m. to sometimes as late as 8 pan., and all
the eooking is doue on a small wood stove aud
a small gas stove,

It is extremely difficult for me ta helieve
that honses have heen allocated only to cases
which are more deserving than this, T appeat
to you to de all you possibly can to see that
the lot of these unfortunate victims of the
housing situation is alleviated,

I received an acknowledgment from ihe
Housing Commission that the matter was
heing investigated, The Minister also in-
formed me yesterday that the Suiter family
is to be given a home. I ask members to
bear with me whilst I quote two other
cases. I will not mention names, although
T have discussed both these enses with the
Minister and also with the Seerctory of
the Housing (ommission. The first case—
and this will explain why I asked a ques-
tion of the Minister for Housing yester-
day—concerns a gentleman who arrived in
Australia only a few months ago, He is a
reverend gentleman and has a wife and
a son aged ] believe 16 years. He has been
granted 2 home in South Perth. This
gentleman informed the Housing Commis-
sion that there is a need in the Kensington
area for the services of a eclergyman to
minister to the religious needs of the people,
T make no comment.

The other case whirh is slightly different,
deals with permits and these may have some
relationship to  electioneering  promises,
Again, there iz only a man and his wife,
and the name of the person has heen given
to the Minister and also to the Sceretary
of the State Housing Commission.  The
man and his wife, whose ages I should
say are somewhere between 50 and 60,
had a business with a house attached.
which they sold approxzimately 12 months
ago. There is only a husband and wife to
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be accommodated and they are living in a
hotel where the tariff is enly £2 10s. per
week each. It could not be more conveni-
ently situated beeause the working place
of this man is in the building immediately
next door. There is no hardship on that
aceount because he has a good position in
that business and he recently paid £700 for
a motorcar and also paid for a trip to New
Zealand and back for his wife. I only men-
tion these matters to demonstrate that there
was no financial hardship. Three months
ago this man applied for a permit to build
and that permit has already been granted.
The contract is for approximately £1,600.

I do not know whether it is necessary for
me to say anything on that case, but the
point is that I informed the Minister that
T could not understand the matter. If the
Government were issning this permit to a
young couple it would he all right but is
any member going to suggest that this
family was suffering any hardship whatso-
ever? In other words, if any member sug-
gests that there are not other young couples
who have been waiting for a long period for
a home and are more deserving, then I do
not know what I am talking about.

The Minister for Housing: I think you
will find that there was hardship.

Mr. GRAHAM: One of the grounds given
to support hardship was that both the man
and his wife have a slight limp when they
walk. They are residing next door to the
man’s place of employment and any man
who suffers with a slight limp c¢ould not be
in better cireumstances, particularly when
that man ean afford to stay at an hotel.
These people have quite a deeent room
there, and the wife does not have to
cook meals or do any honsework. When the
house is built, this lady will have to set
about her housework and other duties at-
tached to the upkeep of a home. I do not
want to say any more about housing but I
submit those cases which can be investi-
gated by anybody. In spite of all my re-
marks 12 months apo, these things still
seem to continue. I do not want to he eon-
stantly fighting with anybody but it is cx-
ceedingly disheartening. Naturally people
who are the sufferers are incensed when
they know, perhaps not 'of the eases I have
quoted but of others, and they realise what
is going on when they are enduring real
hardship. If they become Communists in
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outlock or revolutionaries generally, ihen
it is not their fault.

I have now come to the stage where I
wish to say something about this Govern-
ment. I am sorry that there are one ot
iwo unoccupied seats on the front bench,
sinee 1 fecl I am entitled to speak critie-
ally because of the fact that approximately
half ¢f the Government’s term of office has
expired. I make the charge that this Gov-
ernment would be hard to beat for ineom-
petence and ineptitude and I trust thag I
can establish this fact before I complete
my remarks,

The Premier: That is the usual remark
of Opposition menibers, is it not?

Mr. GRAHAM: There is very little in-
deed that this Government has done and
hardly anything at all that this Government
has started. It is exceedingly fortunate
that 3t has been shielded and protected and
patied on the baek by the IPress, and so
the public is unaware of the true situation.

Mr. Grayden: That is in your opinion,

My, GRAHAM: If my youthful friend
will be patient for a few moments I will
demonstrate a few of the ways in which
this Government has not heen shaping up
to its task. Had there been a Labour Gov-
ernment in office the leading artieles in
the I’ress would have given a different twist -
to all the items and a totally different pie-
ture would have been presented to the
people of this State. However, I ask the
member for Middle S8wan to be patient and
I will endeavour to illustrate a few of my
points. First of all, I wish to state what
I consider to be an axiom, and that is that
this Government is wallowing in the re-
fleeted glory of or eredit for the hulk of the
works that were set in motion and planned
by its predecessors.

To mention a few, I refer to the
Causeway, the Rowal Perth Hospital,
the South ¥remantle Power House, the
raising of the wall at Muadaring
Weir, the completion of Stirling Dam,
and I could mention many more. There are
exceptions, but I ask the Government to
realise the faet and acknowledge the eredit
which is due to the previous Government
for laying the foundations. AN that this
Government is doing is sitting idly by and
watching these projects, planned and orgun-
ised by the Labour Government, coming fo
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truition and indirectly elaiming gll the
credit for such undertakings. This Goverun-
ment goey blissfully on.

I do not want to touch on the financial
side bevause the Leader of the Opposition
addreessed a few homilies to the Treasurer
on that question, but since the first Supply
Bill was introduced we have been given the
tignres for the first month of this financial
vear,

On perusing these figures I find that at
the rate we are going we can expeet—not-
withstanding that this Government has re-
ceived so muck more at the hands of a
Commonwealth Labour (lovernment and one
whieh it is eager to condemn so critically—
a deficit to the tune of over £3,500,000, IPer-
haps it might be suggested that the July
figures show a larger deficit than for other
months. If that is so, then it indicates that
we are reverting to a state of affairs that
existed hefore the corrective was applied by
a Lahour (Government where throughout the
varions (fovernment departments any pay-
ments that could he postponed were gener-
ally postponed until the next financial year.

Therefore, if there has been any of this
delay in the presentation of accounts which
has been responsible for the tremendous
defieit for July of this year, it simply goes
to show that the deficit for the financial
vear ended the 30th June last was, in fact,
even greater than the figures revealed. To
start at the heginning:  With regard to
the legislation that the present Government
has submitted to Parliament, we will con-
sider its actions during the fixst session.
At that time I claim we were confronted
with & weak anaemie legislative pro-
gramme, There were not half a dozen mea-
sures possessing any real merif. We dealt
with dentists and stallions, tort-feasors and
a numher of other suchlike matters. 1 defy
members whe are sitting behind the Gov-
ernment to indicate half a dozen Bills sub-
mitted to us last session that had any real
merit or for which there was any great
necessity.

The Minister for Edueation: There were
at least 20 of them.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: The Government
certainly brought down a sham Bill to re-
form the Legislative Council.

Mr. GRAHAM : Of the Bills submitted in
this Chamber, most were sponsored by two
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Ministers—the Minister for Edueation and
the then Attorney General, who is now the
Minister for Housing, Such was the ex-
hibition that quite a number of Bills were
wrongly iotroduced into this House. We
had the spectacle of a pumber of the other
Ministers, apart from the twe I have al-
ready mentioned, reading every single word
of the Bills they introduced, even though
they were quite simple and comprised only
one sheet. In one or two instances they
may have covered two pages.

The Minister for Housing: I have seen
that done for a good many years.

Mr. GRAHAM: They were not complex
Bills, yet the Ministers conecrned revealed
the fact that they did not understand the
measures at all. They knew neothing of
what was contained in the Bills, and that
was made clear at the Committee stage
when a few questions were asked by mem-
bers sitting en the Opposition side of the
Houge. The public of Western Australia
have not even yet been inforined of the in-
competence of which we had suoch a ter-
rible experience during the first session of
the present Parliament. It is all very well
to urge that it was a new Ministry; the
majority of those on the Treasury hench
have been members of Parliament for many
years and have seen hundreds of Bills in-
troduced, so that they were familiar with
parliamentary formulae and procedure.
There was no excose for them whatever.
Surely it is the responsibility of a Minister
to know something about the Bills he or
she happens to introduce.

With repard to the Honorary Minister
for Supp!y and Shipping, I give her honour-
able mention because of the ridiculons
situation with whiech we have been con-
frouted, of the Government infent upon
booming and blazoning forth actions on her
part that constitute an entive myth. It has
been sought to make this House and the
people believe that the Honorary Minister
has been doing a marvellous job of work
for Western Australia. It is time that silly
tripe was dispelled, and regard was had to
the true facts of the situation.

The Minister for Housing: You ask the
merchants ahout that.

Mr. GRAHAM: One would naturally cx-
pect that there would in the course of time
be some improvement in the volnme of chip-
ping and cargo arriving in Western Aus-
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tralia from the Kastern States. As there is
now a Minister whose full time or specific
duty has been in connection with the de-
partment concerned, one would expect o
considerable improvement. What are the
facts regarding the situation? For the last
six months—I refer to the period emded
the 30th March, 1947—when the Labour
(iovernment was in power and there was
no Honorary Minister for Supply and Ship-
ping, whether from Subiaco or elsewhere,
the cargo from the Eastern States io Fre-
mantle represented 206,770 tons. For the
latest period of six months, at a time when
we have had the Honorary Minister in
charge of operations and who is s1id te
have been doing such a powerful job for
Western Australin—I refer to the six
months ended the 30th June last-—one
would at least expect an increased tonnage
to 300,000 or 400,000 at least.

Hou. A. R. G, Hawke: More like 2,000,000
tons.

My, GRAHAM: The latest figures, which
are reliable, show that the imports fell to
184,193 tans or, in other words, there was
a falling off of some 20,000 tons. We have
heen treated yepeatedly by the Honorary
Minister herself, by Ministers and hy the
Press of this State, to the story that the
Honorary Minister has been doing a remark-
able job in the interests of Western Aus-

tralia. It is all just =0 much hooey.

The Honorary Minister: That is your
story.

Mr. GRAHAM: My figures are taken

from the Fremantle Harbour Trust returns.

The Honorary Minister: T will give you
some figures later on.

Mr. Bovell: Anyhow, the falling off was
due to hold-ups and strikes in the Eastern
States.

Mr. GRAHAM : There would be some hon-
esty about it if the Honorary Minister had
explained the position by saying, ‘‘I can-
not do much about it. Instead of improv-
ing, the imports are slipping back, and I
ean do nothing because of external fae-
tors.”* She does not do that, but we are
all led to believe that she has been working
wonders. Any poor fool, as the member for
South Fremantle pointed out, ecould go to
the telephone, ring up the shipping com-
pany, ask when the next hoat was due in,
what her name was, what tonnage of cargo
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she would have to land at Fremantle and
what goods were contained in the shipment,
and *hen make a s{atemeni in the DPress
over his name. That is what has been going
on from week to week. 1 eould do that.

The Honorary Minister: Well, why do

you not do it?

Mr. GRAHAM: I would not he foolish
enough to put that sort of thing in the
Press and appear to he responsible for the
arrival of the eargoes when in reality, as
with the Honorary Minister, I had ‘nothing
whatever to do with it, not so much as a
snap of the fingers. If she is able to c¢laim
responsibility for anything, I think it is that
she is responsihle for the falling off of the
inward cargoes to the extent of 20,000 tons
over a period of six months, according to
the latest figures available.

The Honorary Minister: Try to be truth-
ful—just try!?

Mr, Marshall: Why do you not go out
where you could do something to more pur-
pose, and not stay here?

Mr. GRAHAM: Whatever the Govern-
ment does scems to be executed in a slipshod
manner. T do not desire to refer to Rowal
Commisstons generally exeept to say that
apparently whenever the Government has
been eonfronted with a sticky problem or
has heen unable to make up its mind, it has
referred the issue to a Seleet Committee or
a Royal Commission. I shall refer only to
the report of the Commission that dealt
with the redistribution of electoral bound-
aries for this State, and I shall do s¢ in a
manner different from what members might
expect of me. Here was a glorious oppor-
tunity for the State eleetoral distriets to be
made to conform to some extent with the
Federal electoral districts.

The Minister for Housing: We have been
trying to do that.

Mr. GRAHAM: Instead of that, the sitn-
ation has resolved itself into a higgledy-
piggledy state of affairs. Our boundaries
are eutting across those of the Federal elee-
torates, and there has heen no eo-operation
in ary direction.

The Minister for Housing: There has
been. I was over in Canberra, and while
there impressed upon the authorities the
desirability of this.



360

Mr, GRAHAM: 1 am speaking of the re-
sults, The Government removed the only offi-
cial who might have acted as liaison officer
hetween us and the Federal authorities. That
was done when the Surveyor General was
removed from the commission and replaced
by the Under Secretary for Lands, 'We now
find that the new electoral houndaries arc
brought into conformity, by and large, with
those of the road board districts, and this
at a time when a Royal Commission is sit-
ting to alter the boundaries of the loeal
aoverning aunthorities. The Government has
not shown any foresight in dealing with
the problem, and so the map will be criss-
crossed with the lines indicating local gov-
ernment boundaries, State eleetoral houn-
daries and Federal electoral divisions and
subdivisions. However, I am not surprised
at it, becanse that sort of thing is just typi-
¢al of the present Government.

The Premier: We did not instruet the
Electoral Commission how the electoral
houndaries should be defined.

Mr, (iRAHIAM: No, but it should have
heen the responsibility of the Government,
if it had heen awake to the sitvation, to have
the necessary provisions embodied in legis-
lation so that ecrtain factors would be taken
into aceonnt by the Eleetoral Commission,

The Premier: That was done.

Mr, GRAHAM: It was not done.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: At any rate, they
took & seat from the North-¥Vest.

The Minister for Housing: Speeial leg-
islation dealt with the matter.

Mr. GRAHAM: It was a_ matter with
which members on the Opposition side of
the House had nothing whatever to do. In
my opinion, the readjustment of the bound-
aries of loeal governing authorities could
well have been delayed. I consider there is
a proper sequence that should have been
followed without dealing with the matter in
the haphazard way we have seen. First of
all, the Federal divisions that are to be sef
up under the new legislation should have
been fixed and then our State electoral
boundaries could have been determined. If
that had been done, we would not have this
criss-crossing of boundaries that will now
be apparent. After that had been earried
-out, then the matter eould have been re-
ferred to the Royal Commission so that it

[ASSEMBLY.]

eould fix the boundaries for the loeal gov-

- erning authorities. As it is now, we shall

have more confusion than ever.

Hon, A. R. G. Hawke: At any rate, the
Royal Commission dealing with munieipal
houndaries is only a time-wasting method
employed by the Government.

Mr. GRAHAM: I am of that opinion my-
self. T want to say a few words about con-
trols, respecting whieh we continue to hear
so much. I shall not particularise in this
matter, but never bhefore last session have
we had before us so many Bills providing
for the setting up of controls, and tkis by a
Government that professes to be opposed to
such a system.

Mr. Marshall: Oh, yeah!

Mr. GRAHAM: Last session we bhad be-
fore us Bills to control bread, to control
building operations, to control dried fruits,
to control gas, to eontrol rents, to conirol
optometrists, to control street photograph-
ers, to control the marketing of wheat, and
for controls in other dircctions as well. 1
dare say there never was a time before when
s0 many control Bills were placed before
Parliament as was the case last session,
which was remarkable from a Government
professing to be opposed to such controls.

The Minister for Housing: Which one of
those controls would you not have had?

Mr. GRAHAM: That is something that I
eannot he expected to answer. Previously
the Government maintsined that there was
too muck red tape and so on about all
these matters, but there eertainly has becn
too mueh hypoerisy and covering np on the
part of the present Government. It does not
matter what the members of the Government
may do, they are featured in the news col-
umns and the photographie section of the
Press, and in those circumstances they can
get away with practieally everything, exeept,
perhaps, murder.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. GRAHAM: 1 now wish to refer to
the performanee of the Government and its
apparent policy, which was not envneiated
during the election eampaign, of appease-
ment and the awarding of consolation prizes
to its supporters. Some reference was
made to the fact that in futnre appoint-
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ments to public bodies would be made on
the basis of knowledge and merit, and not
because of political favour. I think I am
right in saying that there are but few in-
stances indeed when ‘o person, other than a
sworn supporter of the Liberal Party or
the Country and Democratic Leagne, has
been appointed to any public body or instru-
mentality.

Mr. Mann: What ahout your own party?

Mr. GRAHAM: I am not apologising for
or excusing that state of affairs. At least,
the Labour Party was not so blatant and
dishonest as to inform the publie that
it would make appointments irrespeetive
of party econsiderations and simply on
merit. That is something that the pre-
sent Government has not stood up to.
Irrespective of how it affeets my personal
relationships in the House, I go to the
extent of saying that, becanse of the Gov-
ernment’s weakness—when it could not
make up its own mind—it appointed a
Royal Commission. Tt has hestowed favours
and honours on its own supporters and also
appointed them to Royal Commissions, with
a view to appeasing and silencing then be-
cause they were disappointed at certain
internal ballots of their politieal parties.
Every member in this Chamber knows that
what I have said is perfectly trme, no
matter how unpalatable it may he to
acknowledge it. It is disgracefu) when a
Government violates its pledges by making
such appointments. It has even to placate
its own supporters in this House by grant-
ing them honours and bestowing favours
upon them.

The Premier: That is absolutely untrue.
Government Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. GRAHAM: The Premier has dis-
played little courage. I have seen very
little of it since he has been in office. He
should be man enough to acknowledge it.

The Premier: I repeaf, it is absolutely
untrue, .

Mr. GRAHAM: Then there is the matter
of reform of the Legislative Council. The
Government was elected on & pledge that it
wonld introduce legislation to broaden the
franchise for that Chamber. Tt was the
policy of the Liheral Party and the Country
and Democratic League to do so; but T
accuse members opposite of espounsing that
proposition safe in the knowledge that their
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counterparts in another place, when the legis-
lation came before it, would reject it. That
is sheer and utter dishonesty on the part of
the Goverpmenti. It proves there is no
diseipline among the members of the irre-
sponsible parties comprising the Govern-
ment. In Australia, there is one Lahour
Parly, not half a dozen. Each member of
it subseribes to the principles and platforms
of that party, whether he stands for the
Federal or for a State Parliament, whether
for the Upper or the Lower House.

The Attorney General: Do you stand for
Communism ?

Mr. GRAHAM: I will have no red her-
ring of that kind. Had the Government
parties been sincere in the matter of reform
of the franchise for the Legislative Couneil,
they would bave taken action immediately
to expel the members who rebelled against
the principles and platforms of the Liberal
Party and the Counfry and Demoeratie
League. That is the aetion which would
have been taken by the Labour Party in
similar ejrcumstances. Each member oppo-
site knows. perfectly well that if I stood
here in my place and spoke and voted
against the eardinal pripeiples and plat-
form of the Labour Party, as enunciated hy
my Leader in his Poliey speech, 1 could
expect to be ex-communicated from the
Labour Party and would deserve to be.

The (Government parties thrive wupon
duplieity and lack of sincerity and decency
and they are assisted by a friendly and
kindly-disposed Press, which at all times
camouflages this and covers up that, sereen-
ing and pretecting them all the while. So it
is possible for them to perpetrate these dis-
honest politieal praetices upon the people
of Western Australia. Scarcely anybody
speaks in protest, because what is said
here does not reach the people and the
Labour Party has not the fands to buy
scores of hours over the broadeasting net-
work every night of the week to explain the
posifion that has developed in the political
life of Western Australia.

Mr. Vais: T would
balance sheet.

Mr, GRAHAM: If it suits the member
for Canning, and if he thinks he has made
a point, T undertake to produce t¢ him the
balance sheet of the Australian Labour
Party.

like to see your



362

Mr. Fox: Let him produce his balance
sheet.

Mr. GRAHAM: I resent these interjec-
tions and statements, which are unfair. The
sugaestion s that there is something sinister
in the proposition, when in fact there is not.
I suppose the member for Canning thought
there was something to hide,

Mr. Yates: Not at all.

Mr. GRAHAM: I am prepared to do
what 1 said. I throw it back to the mem-
ber for Canning that he is not prepared to
diselose the financial position or balance
sheet of the Liberal Party, or of any of its
appeniages.

Mr. Yates: Why wnot?

Mr. GRAHAM: Because I Lknow some-
thing of them and of their funds and how
the concerns are financed.

The Premier: We need a lot more,

The Minister for Lands: You only think
you could do it.

Mr, GRAHAM: I do not think this is the
time and place to do it. It may come on
later in the debate when 1 shall tell mern-
hers something about the funds of the
Citizens’ Rights Association, which is an
appendage of the Liberal Party.

The Premier: Will yon say something on
the hanking decision! That is mised up
with eitizens’ rights,

AMr. GRAIIAM: When I have eoncluded
my address, [ am prepared—if the Premier
s0 desires—to make a disseriation

The Premier: I do.

Mr. GRAHAM : —on the banking legisla-
tion and the decision of the High Court. 1
shall be only too happy to accommodate
him; but 1 assure him he would be delayed
in his wish to rush through the emergency
legislation of which he gave notice early
this evening. It is not my intention to
traverse the promises made by members
oppesite during the election campaign, but
I wurn them that, before the session is
concluded, they will be definitely reminded
of the false statements and promises they
made, and these will be contrasted with
their performances.

There has been much talk not only
in this State, but throughout the Com-
monwealth, about strikes, and how they
interfere with the production, progress
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and development of the Commonwealth. We
were led to believe that when the present
Government assumed the Treasury bench, we
would see some evidence of their determina-
tion to overcome that problem. [ intend
briefly to give several examyples showing once
more how this spineless, jelly-fish Govern-
ment has shaped up to its high stand in this
matter.

The Minister for Lands: You are tatking o
lot of rot. Your trouble is that there have
been no strikes. You tried to engireer some,
but were not successful.

Mr, SPEAKER : Qrder! The member for
East Perth!

Mr. GRAIIAM: I have been a member of
this Chamber for five years and have learnt
during that time that nothing but tripe eman-
ates from the member for Toodyay, whether
he has a portfolio or not.

The Minister for Lands: The trouble with
vou i that you aie so sincere!

Mr. GRAHAM : He is so inflated with egn
and a sense of his own lmportance in the
seheme of things in this Parliament——

The Minisler for Lands: You have nll the
glory here, you mug!

Mr. GRAHAM : There is searcely a quex-
tion which has heen nsked of him during the
titne he has been Minister to which be hos
given a civil or compiele answer.

The Minister for Lands: That is your idea,
you mug!

Mr. GRAIIAM: e evades the ssue. To
return to the subject of strikes and the stand
which this Government was going to take!
First of all, we had a strike—although, ol
eourse, it was politely put in other words—
of the wholesale butchers, who refused to
carry oo their business. We saw then a most
inglorious display. The Government stood
idly by, hoping, Micawber-like, for something
to turn up. That was a strike not by trade
unionists, but by some of the big boys, There
was no forthright condemnation of them, no
strang action on the part of the Government.
I personally do not know of any action that
the Government took to rectify that situation.
It did not matter that the people had to oo
short of meat on account of the action taken
by the wholesale butchers.

Hon. A. R. G- Hawke:
gsupported the wholesale
strike.

The Government
butehers in the
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Mr. GRAHAM : They supported the Gov-
ernment with finance when there were no
strikes, and through the ballot.

The Honorary Minister: Now drink the
waler!

Mr, Marshall: I shall quote “Hansard” to
the Honorary Minister later and then she
will be finished.

Mr. GRAHAM: The Honorary Minister
has successfuily erected a facade and
ereated the belief that she is doing some-
thing when, as I have demonstrated, West-
ern Australia’s plight has gone from had to
worse under her acgis. I think it is time
she retived to her little funk hole and ook
stock of the situation, instead of continuing
in the way she iz doing. I have heard no
word of condemnation either from any mem-
bher of the Ministry or its supporters regard-
ing the action of the doctors in Ausiralia.
They are all on strike by refusing to pre-
seribe the free medicine, in accordance with
the QGovernment formulary, which would
operate in about 75 to 80 per cent. of the
preseriptions.

The Minister for Lands: Lelly water!

Mr, GRAHAM: That is what the doetors
themselves preseribe and it is a condemna-
tion of them.

The Minister for Lands: It is not.

Mr. GRAHAM: It might be said that the
doctors are not compelled by law to operate
under the scheme, and are therefore not
brenking the law. That is very pretty and,
as far as it goes, perfeefly true. In the
same way, there is not industrial conserip-
tion in this country, so hy law no coalminer
is compelled to stay at his job. 1f a doctor
is not compelled to preseribe medicine T say
u coalminer, or any other person, is in
exactly the same position. If this Govern-
ntent eondemnsz workers for vefusing to co-
operate in the scheme of things, it should
be equally condemnatory of the doctors
throughout the Commonwealth and partien-
larly those in Western Australia. Buat no!
All the bias, prejudiece and criticism in the
world are levelled against the poor menial
worker, but the Government turns its blind
eye to people of its own ilk. Recently we
had a strike by milk retailers. There was to
be some strong, serious and resolute action
taken in that ease. An assurance was given
by the Honorary Minister for Agrieulture
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that preparations had been made and every-
thing was in readiness to instituie an emerg-
ency sapply of milk. There was the threat
of strike, and the day before it oceurred,
or thereabouts, the Minister hopped on a
plane and disappeared over East. So mueh
for him,

The Minister for Railways: That is a
rotten thing to say!

Mr. GRAHAM: That is what he did.

The Minister for Railways: That is what
we would expect from you.

Mr, GRAHAM: That is o statecment of
Tact. Subsequent events revealed that fall
and adequate preparations had not been
made. The Premier was still in the State,
but he shrugged his shoulders and said,
“The matter is not in my hands.”

Hon, A, R, G. Hawke: He washed his
hands of the whole affair.

Mr., GRAHAM: He said, “There is the
Milk Act, and the matter is in the hands of
anather avthority.” T suppose he has never
heard of the Arbitration Court in regard to
other disputes. Hp hag endeavoured to get
the Prime Mlinister, Mr. Chifley, to take the
big stick and lay about the workers with it.
But when some of the big boys in the com-
munity, his own kith and kin, hold the
people to ransom, he shrugs his shoulders
and disclaims responsibility,

The Premicr: I told them to go to the
tribunnl set up by this Parliament to deal
with the matter.

Mr. GRAHAM: That is precisely what
Mr. Chifley has been saying, namely, that
arhitration eourts have been set up to deal
with indusirial troubles. The Premier, over
the air and in pamphlets and so on, has de-
cried the P’rime Minister and suggested he
should do something else—in other words,
interfere with the prerogatives of the Arbi-
tration Court.

The Premier: I have never suggested that,

Hor. F. J. 8. Wise: Westralian Farmers
Ltd. had a lot to do with the strike.

The Minister for Lands: That does not
make it right.

Mr. GRAHAM: Tt is time we had some
honest and straight talking in regard to
these things. It is all very well, verbally
and otherwise, to assail the workers and
then iotally ignore the bigger interests in
the community when they refuse to conform
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to the law. We had another example of
this sort of thing in our own Parliament
during last session when a tribunal, consti-
tuted by the authority of the Government,
over the signature of the Governor, was
appointed to hear evidence and determine
the amount to be paid as an allowance to
members of Parliament. Owing to pres-
‘sure and action by Liberal Party and
Country and Democratic League members
of the Legislative Council some other
arrangements had to be made.

Mr. Nimmo: You were very disappointed.

Mr. GRAHAM:
clearly that the old chaps in the Legislative
Counell talk with their tongues in their
cheeks about the sanetity of determinations
made by independent tribunals when, at the
very first test, they refuse to abide hy a
decision properly arrived at. When one
seeks to diseuss Liberal Party and Country
and Democratic League supporters of the
Government one finds their hypoerisy knows
no limits. They pretended to us that they
were members of Parliament jost as we are,
and were entitled to the same consideration.
It was not my place to argue that point be-
entise there was an independent tribanal to
assess the amount. [ searched the records
and made some calculations, and I found
that during the last session of Parliament
the Legislotive Assembly sat for a total of
297 hours 38 minutes, and the Legislative
Couneil for only 113 hours 56 minutes.

Hon, A. R. . Hawke: Too long!

Mr. GRAHADM: Yes, it is possible to do
n great deal of damage in a very short time.
1 realive that attendance here is only one
phase of a Parliamentarian’s work. In addi-
tion, there is contact with the electors and
many public daties tg be attended to. Next
Satorday it will be five years since T was
elected a member of Parliament. During that
time T have been in personal contaet with
hundreds of my eleetors and have attended
funetions ranging from the annual meetings
of so-ial and sporting hodies to the inawgur-
ation of parents and citizens’ associations,
kindergartens and other organisations of
practieally every conceivable kind, Yet, dur-
ing the whele of the five years, at not one
single funetion bave I scen any of the three
Legislativa Councillors who represent the
area of East Perth. I venture to say that

That illustrates quite -
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not one elector in a hundred, if confronted
with the question tomorrow, could tell us
even the names of his Legislative Couneil-
lors. Those are the people who, at the first
test, repudiated the determination of an in-
dependent tribunal, and in the very next
breath turned around and started leeturing
the working classes as to their obligations.
Tt all reeks of insineerity and hypoerisy.

If we seek our Legislative Councillors dur-
ing the day, where do we find them? One is
performing in an office in 8t George's
Terrace; another is managing his business;
another is secretary of some business econ-
cern. The great majority—I am speaking
now of the anti-Labour members because
the Labour members of Parliament, with
very few exceptions, depend entirely on
their Parliamentary allowanees for a living
—of these people use their position in
Parliament for the purpose of protecting
the particular interests with which they are
agsovinted, They spend praetieally all day
in their private businesses and secarcely go
amongst their eleetors. In addition, they
sit very few hours in Parliament, and thn
whole of their work is destruetive and nega- 4
tive. The Government to whi*h they
subseribe and which the people endorsed at
the elections, put forward certain proposals
such as the broadening of the franchise of
the Legislative Couneil, but the memhers off
the Government parties at the other end of
the building entirely ignore the pledgey
made to the people by their leaders. Why?
Because they are not responsible to the
electors of Western Australia, They know
perfectly well that they can say or do what
they like and they will still he returned hy
the bricks and mortar and the broad aecres
which send them to this State Parliament.

S0 we arrive at the position where no
party leader, whether he be Labour,
Liberal or Country and Demoeratic
League, ean honestly submit a programme
to the people of Western Australia, because,
irrespective of what the majority might be
at the poll, there iz an institution associated
with this Parliament that is not responsible
to the people bui is unresponsive to the
desires of the people, and it ecan excise
every single word and clause from whatever
Bills it desires. I hope the members of the
Legislative Couneil—

Hon. . J. 8. Wise: The honourahle mem-
bers.
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Mr. GRAHAM: Honounrable, so we say
as a matter of forin. When I say that,
I om not reflecting on them personally at
all, but purely in a political sense.

Mr. Yates: Do yon count your own in
that? Do you include them all?

Mr. GRAHAM: I am talking of the mem-
bers of the Legislative Council who are ad-
herents, allegedly, of the Liberal Party and
the Country and Democratic League. We
have not half a dozen Labour parties in
Australia. There is the Federal and State
platform to which every member subscribes.
The penalty for any who defy that plat-
form is expulsion from the party. But Lib-
éral Party members ean put forward what
propositions they like to the people, and
it matters nothing, hecause they ean later
oppose them without any bother whatsoever.
I hope we will not have an exhibition of
dictatorial tactics beyond what we have
experieneced over the years, and such as
were witnessed in Vietoria and Tasmania,
I say quite sincerely that to my mind those
two episcdes were the most shocking ex-
amples of autocraecy that Australia has pro-
duced since responsible government,

The Attorney General: The peaple of
those States did not think so.

Mr. GRAHAM: T would expeect the At-
torney General to make an interjection such
as that, knowing him as I do. IF eertain pro-
positions had been submitted to the people
of Germany there is no doubt that the ma-
jority would have voted in support of Hit-
ler.

Mr. Grayden: You do not believe in rule
by the majority.

Mr. GRAHAM: I believe in the constitu-
tion of a eountry and the rights of demo-
eraey. 1 do not believe in the right of
tndividuals, who are not respongible to the
people, to terminate the period of office of
any (overnment, whether it be a Liberal
Government, a Labour Government or one
of any other politieal complexion. It was
a most dishonest and diabolical frick that
was played on the people in the East, and
only those trained to represent the interests
they do, would act so eontrary to the eon-
cepts of democracy as to perpetrate that
particular deed. T hope there will be no
recurrence, but I am afraid there is in
Western Australia and in the Common-
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wealth, evidence of that sort of thing. We
have the spectacte of municipal eouncils
embarking on heresy hunts so far as politi-
cal organisations are concerned. I addressed
some questions to the Minister for Educa~
tion regarding the National Fitness Coun-
eil. I say it will be a sorry day wher such
matters as the constitution of sporting
bodies, or the right to hold meetings, are
to he determined on party political grounds,
or any other grounds extranecns to the real
issue.

The Minister for Hous‘iug: They were
banped from the Labour Day march,

Mr. GRAHAM: It is only natural that

when a political party has an assembly,

members of other parties should be ex-
cluded. T1f Labourites sought to attend a
Liberal Party conference, they would be
excloded, and rightly so.

Horn. A. H. Panton: They are admitted
by tieket only, '

Mr. GRAHAM: Where there is an
organisation comprised of 30 youth bodies,
and one of them is Communistie—and I
have no doubt about if, although I have no
proof-—I econsider it is wrong that, the
National Fitness Counecil should take
polifical questions into consideration.

The Attorney (leneral: I suppose you say
the same thing about Malaya now.

Mr. GRAHAM: T am concerned about
what is happening in my own country of
Australiz, with particular reference to
Western Australia, If it is possible for
this movement to do some damage, I say
that the others ought to be ashamed of
thembselves, especially when it is realised
that there are 30 of them.

The Minister for Edueation: The ques-
tion was not in regard to polities but in
regard to belief in God and loyalty fo His
Majesty,

Mr. GRAHAM: It was with regard
to polities and because the move was un-
suceessful the council has sought fo have
some amendments made to the constitution
with a view o securing the same objeet,

The Minister for Edueation: When you
asked me the question, there was no men-
tion of amendments to the constitution.

Mr. GRAHAM: No, but there was an in-
timation in the Press that this partieular
course of action was to be pursuped.

’
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The Minister for Education: We do not
propose to take from them the right to
make their own decisions. Do you?

Mr. GRAHAM: I wish to conclude my
remarks, but 1 would stress that we have to
be exiremely careful about this upsurge of
the extreme Right and ulira-Conservatism
which is hecoming a mensce to Australia.
Apparently there are no limits to the lengths
to which they will go. The sums of money
and resources at their disposal apparently
have no limits. If we can assume that what
we see and hear is correct, the expenditure
in Western Australia must be far in excess
of £200 per week, and that sum of money
from cerfain sources, and it iz dia-

comes
bolical propaganda and wicked in the
extreme. When we remember the sourees

that financed Adolph Hitler and persong of
that type into power, and iwhen we see the
rabid Conservatism in Awustralia, and what
it is doing and seeking to do, then if is
appropriate that there shonld be a warning,
just as we should be eareful of the extreme
Left. We do not wani Communists or
Communistic jdeals, neither do we want
Fascist or any other type of ideals of the
extreme Right, but as we are proceeding,
and uas the powers of finan-e and propa-
ganda are apparently increasing, I say it
is time that we took stock of the situation.
1 was interested on Sunday morning last
to hear a review over the air of Mr. Me-
Mahon Ball's latest book dealing with
Japan, He stated that America’s policy
is to build up an extreme Right Wing
organisation with tremendous power and
influenced by eapitalistic groups confined to
a few people, the idea being to make Japan
a bulwark against Communistic Russia,
Mr. Ball is of opinien that by the time we
reach the nineteen-fiffies, we in Australia
will be confronted with a situation very
simifar to that which confronted us in the
nineteen-thirties. I say that, whilst we can
be strong, determined and definile with
regard to Communists and the like, we also
have to be particularly vigilart in connec-
tion with doetrines of the extreme Right.
1t is easy and cheap for one or twe mem-
bers on the Government side to make jibes
at eertain members on this side of the
‘House and state that they are perhaps
painted with a erimson hue, but I sat as
chairman of the Perth Trades Hall for four
* years, and during that time it was my duty

—and 1 performed it—to expel certain per—
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sons who were found to he members of the
Communist Party. I do not think that such
action has been taken by members of the
Governmental parties.

During the last election, T was opposed
by a Communist, who abused me up hill
and down dale in an endeavour to unseat
me from my electorate. However, this can-
didate lost his deposit, but T believe that the
Communists are going to make another at-
tempt at the next Sfate elections. The next
candidate will be just as welcome as the
last one, and, I trust, will have the same
results. In order to make the position per-
fectly clear, I think everybody knows' just
where the Lahour Party stands with regard
to Communists. I have issued a warning
with regard to the trend in Australian poli-
tics at the present time, and the possible
course to the extreme Right, It may be im-
possible or too late to stem the tide, and
we will nltimately find that we are domin-
ated by small cligues and groups, like the
Legislative Council of Victoria and Tas-
mwania, or perhaps even smaller. I do not
want to see this state of affairs existing in
our eountry, for it would mean the extine-
tion of demoeracy.

On motion by Mr. Grayden, debate ad-
journed to a later stage of the sitting.

BILL—INCREASE OF RENT . (WAR
EESTRICTIONS) ACT AMENDMENT.

Leave to Introduce.

THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING (Ion.

R. R. McDonald—West Perth) [88]: T
move—

That lcave be given to introduce g Bill for

an Aet refating to the Incrense of Rent (Wag

~ Restrictions) Act Amendment Act, 1948,

HON. J. B. SLEEMAN (Fremautle)
[89]: 1 do not consider that the Govern-'
ment shonld be giver the right to introduce
this Bill, T am noi concerned about what
the Government is prepared to do but I
want to know what if is going to do before
leave is given to introduee this measure, We
have heard so many promises from the Gov-
ernment that we do not know where it
stands.  Tt_has said that it does not want
eontrols, but 1 want to make sure that we
are going to get somewhere, I favour con-
trols, although members of the present Gov-
ernment do not, and I want to be satisfied
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that, after what they have told the people,
this measure will be jn conformity with the
promises given, We have heard the state-
ments of a number of members of this Par-
linment that they did not believe in controls,
No how can we trust them and give way to
them by giving the Government leave to in-
troduce a Bill of this nature? TIf they had
done the right thing they would have voted
“Yes” at the referendum and given those
who were able to do this job the neeessary
power to do it, instead of going round ask-
ing people to vote against the referendum
and saying there was no need for permits
and then in the next breath declaring they
Are necessary.

I want to know that we are getting somec-
where if we give the Government leave to
introduee this Bill, T stand for controls
inyself but the members of the (fovernment
do not stand for them, or they said they did
not. From what members of the Govern-
ment lold the people many months ago I
cannot think that the Bill will be in con-
formity with what it should he. They have
said they do not believe in controls. There-
fore, what right have we to give the Gov-
ernment liberty to introduee this Bill? The
matter ghould have been left with the
Commonwealth Labour Government, the
people who really ave able to do a job of
that sort. Members opposite urged the defeat
of the referendum and told the people that
ne controls were required and yet in the next
breath they ask for leave to intreduce the
Bill, indicating that they now want to have
contrel. The Honorary Minister sent out a
Christmas card to the electors of Subiaco
and this is how she started—

Cardell Oliver huilds to serve,

The war is over—but Peaee is not with us.
In this vast land, abounding with untold
wealth, we are facing sericus problems and
unrest. Houses are being built but slowly,
many are still homeless. Rail and shipping
trangport is faulty and inidequate. Boards
and eontrols still block the path to progress.
Food is dug into the ground, thrown away or
production restricted, whilst many children are
undernourished.

Whom is she going to serve? Is she going
lo serve the poor classes of this country, or
is she going to serve the rich people? Unless
she has changed her mind, she will not vote
for the introduction of this Bill. The other
members of the Government also have elaimed
that they do not believe in control. I want
to find out what they intend to embody in
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this Bill before leave is given for its intro-
duction. I do not think the leaders of the
pariies opposite are honest with the people.
On the bottom of this Christmas card the
Honorary Minister goes on to say—

We thank God that politically we are still

free. A decision to retain understanding, able
ond honest leaders still rests with the people.

Members opposite went to the country and
told the people that they wanted one thing
and puw they tell them that they want some-
thing else; thercfore they are not being
honest with the electors. Members opposite
should have told the people what they
though! in the first place and stuck to that.
If they are opposed to controls, tet them go
on with the jobh now. Personally, I am in
favour of controls, but I am not prepared
to give this Government authority to intro-
duee n Bill of this kind. I do not think
the Government is sincere, nor do I think it
is capable of doing the job it iz setting out
to do.

Question put and passed; leave given.

First Reading.

On motion by the Minister for Housing,
Bill introduced and read a first time.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING (Hon.
R. R. McDonald—West Perth) [812] in
moving the second reading said: Members
will recollect the Inerease in Rent (War
Restrietions) Act of 1939 passed by this
House, That Aet can be divided into two
parts. The first part dealt with the eontrol
of rents. Under the first part the rents of
all premises were all fixed or frozen at the
amount whieh was heing paid on the 3lst
August, 1939 and, subjeet to execeptional
enses whiech were preseribed by the Act of
1939, those rents remained the rents and stil]
remain the rents of the houses which were
let on that date—the 31st Auagust, 1939,
Another provision, which members will re-
colleet, had application to premises which
were el for the first time since the J1st
August, 1939. TUnder the terms of the first
part of the Aet those premises eould be the
snbject of a rental fixed by a eourt sitting
as o Jair Rents Court, and by an amend-
ment of 1947, as the Leader of the Opposi-
tion will recolleet beeause he took a part in
the framing of it, the power to fix the fair
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rent in respect of premises which were let
for the first time after the 3lst August,
1939, was given a wider application.

The second part of the Act of 1939 refer-
red to the obtaining possession of premises,
or to use another phrase, ejectment of the
tenant from the premises of whick the ten-
ant was in oceupation. So the Act of 1939
vontains those two parts; the first part being
for the contro) of rents, and the second part
being in relation to the repossession hy the
owner of premises which had been let. As
regards the first part of the Aet, dealing
with the eontrol of rents, that has heen in
applieation in this State ever sinee 1934 and
has not been affected by Commonwealth
regulations, although in a number of other
States, Commonwealth regulations did take
charge of the control of rents in the State
econcerned. However, in regard to the second
part of our Act of 1939, relating to the re-
possession of premises, the Commonwealth,
by its regulations, took over the legislation
or legislative provisions as to the reposses-
zion of premises or the ejectment of tenants
from those premises,

The ('ommonwealth acted by virtue of its
defence powers under the Aet which was
known as the National Security Act. By
' regulations under that Act ealled “Landlord
ond Tenant Regulations,” which applied in
ench State, the legal position with regard
to the repossession of premises was deter-
mined ond regulated, Later, in 1946, the
Commonwealth regulations applying in this
State with regard to repossession of
premises, were carried forward from the
National Security Act to an Act known as
the Defence Transitional Provisions Aet.
Under that Act, legislative sanction was
wiven lo the continued operation of Com-
monwealth regulations regarding repos-
session of premises to the end of the
current year. As a result of the referendum,
the Commonwealth decided to relinguish con-
trol in respect of a number of things. One
was in regard fo landlord and tenant mat-
ters, another was the regulation of land
sales, and another the regulation of prices.
In this Bill, we are dealing with the land-
lord and tenant law which the Common-
wealth decided to relinquish, regarding
which its regulations will terminate on the
16th of this month.

It would have been desirable if the Com-
monwealth had not retired quite so preeipi-
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tately from the field of some of these regu-
lations. I am sure it did not do so by the wish
of State Parliaments, and I think the people
generally, but while the States should re-
sume control of the various matters there
should have been a short period of time be-
fore the Commonwealth regulations or con-
trols ceuse, to enable the neeessary provisions
to be made. However, the Commonwealth
decided tp retire from this field of landlord
and tenant regulations, and I think it is
desirable in ihis State that we should pass
legislation to take over that aspeet of land-
lord and tenant matters dealinz with the
repossession of premises which hitherto have
been eovered by Commonwealth regulations.

I snid that in our Aet of 1939, by what T
call the second part, provision was made as
to the repossession of premises in this
State, but it did not operate beeanse, when
the Commonwealth, by regulation, decided
to control the matter of repossession of
premises, the provision of our own State
Act became inoperative, for the simple rea-
son that where there is legislation hy the
Commonwealth and by u State on the same
matter, the Commonwealth legislation takes
precedence over that of the State.

The Bill now before the House, although
it may look a little technieal, is really very
simple in prineiple. Tt proposes to make
applicable in this State the same law re-
garding the repossession of premises or
ejectment of tenants as hns heen applying
in this State under Commonwealth regula-
tions. The idea is that there is sound reason
for a continunity in the law regarding this
matter and, therefore, at the preseni junc-
ture, the wisest and the most sensible eonrse
is to earry on, under the authority of State
legislation, the code of regulations that has
heen operating under Commonwealth con-
trol.

When in 1939 this Parliament, by the In-
erease of Rents (War Restrictions) Act of
that year, made provision hy Seetion 15 for
recovery of possession of premises, the
whole of that provisien was contained in
a singie section and, as that section has not
operated over all these years because it
wag superseded by Commonwealth regula-
tions, naturally no step has been taken to
amplify it in a way that 1 am sure would
have been done if it had had applieation in
this State. On the other hand, the Com-
monwealth regulations regarding reposses-
sion have heen applying in the various
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States since 1939-40 and, with the experi-
ence of some eight years of those regulations,
they have been extended and amended in
many respects until they form a fairly com-
plete code in conneetion with matters of
ejectment or repossession of premises.

When those Commonwealth regulations
have been extended or amended from time
to time over the last eight years, it has
been in the main for the purpose of pro-
fecting the reasonable rights of tenants, of
safeguarding people who were in possession
of premises and partienlarly houses and
who, in the absence of those safeguards,
might be placed in a position of very con-
siderable difficulty if they were ejected
from the premises and experienced the usual
diffieulty in finding other accommodation.
I shall return to that point before I con-
clude my remarks, because 1 believe that
members would like to be made aware very
shortly of some of the features of the Com-
monwealth regulations for the proteection
of tenants that do not exist in Section 15
of our own Aect.

If we did not, as we propose to do by

this measure, make Commonwealth regula-.

tions applicable to this State, we would not
be without legislative provision in respect
of the ejectment of tenants or the repos-
session of premises because we have Sec-
tion 15 of our Act of 1939, but members
who look at that section will realise that
it is, I will say not a perfunctory but a
very short seetion, which does not take into
account very many of the factors in rela-
tion to ejectment from premises that ex-
perience has shown should he taken inlo
account if the fair position of tenants is
to be recognised. Therefore, instead of al-
lowing Commonwealth regnlations which
have applied here for the last eight years
to lapse and then falling back on Section
15 of the Aet of 1939, it has appeared to
the Government to be fairer and more satis-
factory to carry forward the regulations
regarding repossession and ejectment under
which the people of the State have been
working during those eight years.

Those regulations afford a code that has
been developed by experience, and tenants,
estate agents and various people who may
be concerned in landlord and tenant business
have come to know very largely just what
those regulations say, and it is more satis-
factory to allow this aspect of landlord and
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tenant law to eontinue gn a basis that the
people have come to know, than to revert to
the section in the 1939 Aect under which
there Las been hardly any experience as to
its operation.

Hon. F. J. 8, Wise: There is another
section of the 1939 statute before Section 15.
Will you explain the repea) of Subsection
(3) of Section 12A7

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING : I take
it the Leader of the Opposition is referring
to the new Section J2A which was inserted
by the amending Act of last year.

Hon. F, J. S. Wise: That is so. This
Bill p-oposes to repeal Subsection (3) of
Section 124,

The MINISTER FOR HOUBING: That
subseclion refers to the right of a rent in-
spector to enter upon and inspeet premises,
and by the terms of the amendments which
are pow hefore the House, the right of the
rent inspector to enter on and inspeet prem-
ises has been inserted in the terms in which
it appears in the Commonwealth regulations.

Hon. F. J.' 8. Wise: I think Seetion 12A
refers te the standard or fair rent.

Tihe MINISTER FOR HOUSING: It
does. It refers to the standard rent; but
in one of the amendments contained in the
Bill the rights of the rent inspector are de-
clared in enlarged terms, and beeause they
are s0 declared, that particular subsection,
I think, is no longer necessary, as we have
amplifed, by the Bill now bhefore the House,
the powers of the rent inspector to enable
him to earry out his duties both in respeet
of fixation of rent and any other matters
which may ecome under his jurisdietion in
relation to repossession of premnises. What
the Bill therefore proposes to do is to con-
tinue the operation of the law relating to
repossession or ejectment which has been in
operation under the Commonwealth regula-
tions. No alterations are proposed, apart
from adaptations of a Commonwealth regu-
lation to a State regulation. No alterations
are proposed in the sobstance of that law.

Hor. E. Nulsen: The Courts would be in
exaetly the same position as they were under
the Commonwealth regulations?

The MINISTER FOR HOQUSING:
Exactly. It is what I might call, for the
sake of convenience at the present time, a
walk-in, walk-out measure.
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Hon, J. T. Tonkin: Why is it proposed fo
exempt Crown instrumentalities!

The MINISTER FOR HOQUSING: T wax
coming to that point, because it is a qnes-
tion which I think might very reasonably be
asked.

Hon, F. J. 8, Wise: Is it not affected by
the Crown Suits Aet?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Xo.
Under the parent Act of 1939, by Section
19, it is provided that the Act shall not apply
in relation to any lease gianted by the Crown
or by any Crown instrnmentality. That has
always been so since the parent Aet was
passed in 1939. The Act does not apply to
any lease granted by the Crown or by a
Crown instrumentality. That has been some-
what amplified in the Bill and it is a matter
on which the House can, of course, make
any provision which it may think fit.

Hon. A. M. Panton: Did you say the
C‘rown Suits Aet did not offeet that?

The MINISTER FOR UHOUSING: I do
not think so.

Hon, F. J. 8. Wise: Refer to Section 7
of the Crown Suits Aci. Other instrwnen-
talitics are not exempted,

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: My
attention has not been drawn to that.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: It is not enough
that you should rjot think so; you should be
sure,

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: [ am
reasonably sure, but my attention was not
drawn to this partienlar matter. What we
have done is fo earry forward, in the case ot
the Crown, part of the original Section 19
inserted in the parent Act. I wish particn-
larly to draw the attention of the House to
this point, because it can pronounce its
own will on it. When it comes to the
MeNess Housing Trust, T am suggesting
here that it should not be bound by the
terms of the Aect, because it is a trust that
is under the direction of the Crown and
administered by two independent trustees.
The peculiar position which has arisen and
which T intended to deal with at a subse-
quent time in connection with other legis-
lation, is that the trustees of the McNess
homes have heen advised that under Com-
monwealth regulations, as drawn, they were
not able to get repossession of their homes,
unless there were eertain specified cases or
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grounds as set out in the regulations. The
vesult s that a number of those homes
which were meant by the Government, and
by the terms of the original trust, to be oe-
cupied by people with small means, such ax
widows, are now in the oceupation of fam-
ilies with a total income up to £12 and €15
a week,

1 have the figures—not with me—hut this
means that whereas people went info pos-
session perhaps 10, 12 or 15 years amo in
very poor circumstances and were very
proper tenants of homes of that kind, they
have, as their children grew up, improved
their finaneial position until the family in-
vomes have in some cases reached very large
figures, While some of these tenants have
been good enough to vacate the houses, rec-
ognising the position, others have not heen*
willing to do so. Thercfore, people who
really should he in those houses, such as
widows and invalid persons with small
means, connot get into occupation beeause
the trust has been advised that it has no
power to repossess the houses on the ground
that they are at present occupied hy people
who are not the class of people the trust
houges were meant to receive. I have there-
fore suggested in this Bill that it might be
lett to the good judgment and fairmess of
this independent body of trustees of the
MeNess Housing Trust to exereise their dis-
eretion as to whether they should retake the
homes because the tenants are not the eless
of people twhich the trust was meant to
house.

Hon, F. J. S. Wise: Would that mean
an amendment fo the MeNess Housing Truost
Aect? -

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
think this Bill would be effective; but,
in reply to the Leader of the Oppo-
dition, an amendment will be necessary,
in my opinion, to the MeNess Housing
Trust Act for a variety of reasons.
One of these, if T may be allowed
to mention it in order to make my position
clear, is that by the existing Aet it is not
possible to charge more than b5s. a week
rent; and, with the increased cost of houses,
it is possible in that case, in a ecomparatively
short time, that the capital of the trust
will e exhausted. 8o T shall ask the in-
dulgence of the Ilouse at a later stage to
consider that position and assist me with
any amendments it might think desirable,
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But the trustees have been alarmed and
concerned at the faet that some of the
houses are occupied by persons with large
incomes and that is the reason why this
provision has been jnserted in the Bill.

The principle of the Bill is this: By
force of the Bill, when it becomes an
Acrt, the existing Commonwesalth regulations
as to ejectment and repossession will apply
in this State as if they were State regula-
tions. But the Act goes on to say—in faet,
the original Aet by Section 18 so provides—
that the Government may make regulations
for the purposes of the Act, and the inten-
tion of this measure, read in conjunction
with the parent Aet, is that regulations shall
be brought in without delay and tabled in
the ordinary way, and these regulations
will he in the same terms as the existing
Coinmonwealth regulations with such adap-
tations as are needed to give them a Stiate
applieation instead of a Commonwealth ap-
plication. I have here an advance pull of
156 copies of the regpulations whieh it is
intended shall he made regmlations under
this Act.

" Houn. F. 1, 8. Wisc: They are identical
wilh the -preseat Commonwealth ones?

The MINISTER ¥R HOUSING: They
are the same as the exiuting Commonwezluls
regulations, with the adaptations needed to
make them gpplieable to State conditions,

Mr. Hegney: Could you arrange for all
members to have copies?

The MINISTER FOR HOTUSING : I have
15 here and I will get more tomorrow and
will be glad to give members copies. These
are pulls in advanee of the regulations pro-
posed to be issucd.

Mr. Marshall: Those regulations were
amended by the Commonwealth Government
on two or three occasions,

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: On

many occasions,
Mr. Marshall: Are those the latest?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Yos,
they are the regulations that apply today.
In this Bill we are following the svstem
which the Commonwealth adopted and has
exercised during the time it has controlled
this aspect of landlord and tenant law. The
Commonwealth realised that in relation to
A matter like ejectment or repossession,
variations of the provisions would be needed
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from time to time to meet conditions as
they might from time to fime exist. 'There-
fore, in a matter of that kind, the control
could be most suitably and flexibly exercised
by means of regulations and, as those regu-
lations were to be laid on the Table of the
House, if any amendments were made, it
would be within the power of members of
Parlicment jf they were not in aecord
with any amended regulation to move in the
usual way fer its disallowance. There are
people who think—and no doubt some mem-
bers of this Parliament think—-that the time
has come when there should be some modi-
fieation of these Commoenwealth regulations
to meet certain cascs.

One case that oceurs to my mind—per-
haps one of the most frequently raised—
is that the owner of & house should be al-
lowed rather more opportunity to get back
his houze for his own oceeupation than he
has under existing regulations. As we have
to act in relation to the transition of rer-
fain Commonwealth controls to the State
Parliament without delay—and in this case
we have to act very promptly—we thought
it not desirable tn start at this stage sug-
gestiny amendments to the rezulations that
have been operating in this State under
Commonwealth eontrol, breause that is 2
matter to which members would need
to give some consideration, Therefore
we have thought it wise by this Bill
to effect the transition stage in the
simplest and fairest way by just pro-
viding for the re-promulgation of the
existing Commonwealth regulations as
State regulations, leaving it to a later stage
~—very possibly in this sitting—for consid-
eration to be given to any amendments which
might he thought to he desirable and equit-
able.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Youn mean this ses-
sion, not this sitting,

The MINISTER FOR HOURING: It
could be done this session. The regulations
which we wil] take over and earry on from
Frderal contral to State control will be regu-
lations under which we are operating today.
At the Committee stage, when members have
bad an opportunity to look at the Bill, 1
shall he glad to deal with any matter on
which I may he able to afford any further
information; but T might just make one or
two further veferences. Thig Bill and the
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promulgation as State rTegulations of the
existing Commonwealth regulations regard-
ing ejectments will not affect the special
protection which ig given to ex-Serviecmen.
That specia] protection to ex-Servicemen as
tenants bas been enjoyed by them under the
Commonwealth War Serviee Moratorium
Regulations. It still exists and is not af-
fected in any way by the measure now
before the House; becanse when it ¢comes to
the special protection which has been given
and js being given to returned Servicemen,
that is exercise of the defence power which
the Commonwealth andoubledly retains and
which it intends to retiin, as was expressed
in g statement by Senator McKenna in to-
day’s Press.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: So even if it acted
Larshly you could not interferc.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: No.
The rizhts of ex-Servicemen are not in any
way allected by this measure as regards their
oceupation of premises.

Mr. Smith: Ilave the British ex-Serviee-
nien protection?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: 1
think the member for Norlham would say
that 1 should be able to answer that; but,
in faet, T eannot. The member for Leeder-
villo might he able to do so.

Hon, A. H. Panton: 1 do not think they
have.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I de
not think they have. From my recollection.
the protection is econfined to Augstralian ex-
Bervice people.

Mr. Fox: Yes; and the returned soldiers’
lawyers appear against British soldiers in
the conrts,

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Yes:
1 do not think unfaivly. With regard to
all Servicemen there is a ecertain natural
feeling thut their rights should be reason-
ably protected.

Mr, Marshall: What is the duration of
the (ommonwealth law that proteets re-
turned soldiers?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: That
Jaw was to expire about August of this year,
if T remember rightly, but was extended by
the Commonwealth—I think for a further
venr, Senator McKenna has now stated
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that he is bringing in a new measure with
regard to the prolongation of the protection
to ex-Servicemen. How long he will pro-
pose I do not know, but I should say it
would probably be for the better part of a
year at least. This Bill is also a continuance
Bill. It provides for the econtinuation of
this measure, as amended, unti] the 31st
December, 1949,  This Aet has always been
an annual Act and at present it is operative
to the 31st December of this year. The
measure provides that it shall continue for
another year, until the 31st December, 1949.
Parliament will have to consider, next year,
whether it shall be dgain extended. 1 did
propose to say a few words as to the addi-
tional protection which the Commonwealth
regulalions give to tenants, beyond that
which would be given if we allowed those
regulations to lapse, and the operation to
start of Section 15 of our own Act. I do
not want to detain the House, but I will
mention onp or two.

Hon. A, R. G. Hawke: It is very import-
ant. that you should tell us as moch as pos-
sible,

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
think it is important. One of the safeguards
of the rights of tenants whieh is in the Com-
monwenlth regulations that we propose to
adopt but not in Section 15 of our 1939
Act, is that every tenant iz assured of
reasonable notice to quit, even if he has to
get out.  If he has been there for only a
short time, the notice may be seven days, but
if he has been there for five or ten years, he
would get much longer notice.  The length
would be commensurate with the time he has
been in oceupation, That is a fair and neces-
sary provision, Moreover, under the Com-
monwealth regulations, if a house is sold by
the owner he cannot turn the tenant out
until six months afterwards. That is to eay,
jf an owner likes to be a rentier and take
rent, he cannot, by selling his house, throw
the tengnt on to the house market with, per-
haps, 14 days’ or a month’s notice.

Hon., A. R, G. Hawke: Are you speaking
of the old owner or the new tenant?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
new purchaser cannot do so, He must allow
the tenant six months in which to turn
around.

Hon, A, H. Panton: It is a bit of a gag
to sell a house.
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Mr. Fox: You sell a house and then get
an eviction order, It usually fakes ning or
ten months to get it.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Even
so, the new owner would have to show the
court that he was reasonably entitled to the
use of the house for his own oceapation, In
addition, the Commonwealth regulations we
propose to adopt are very comprehensive,
in directing the court as to what factors
are to be taken into account in determining
whether there shall be an eviction order or
not. That is to say, the hardship of the
tenant as opposed to the hardship of the
owner who is seeking possecssion must be
considered. Further, if an owner under the
Commonwealth regulations should get pos-
session of a house, on the ground that he
desires to oecupy it himself, he cannot then
turn round and let it. He is not allowed to
let it for 12 months, That is a pretty good
pnarantec that people will not get posses-
sion on that pretext and then, having got
the tenant out, use the house for renta) pur-
poses, That confers on the tenant some
reasonable degree of protection,

Hon. A. R. G, Hawke: That would take
some policing.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I do
not know. The dispossessed tenant is usually
pretty active in reporting if the landlord
has abnsed the grounds on which he obtained
possession.

Hon. F. J. 8, Wise: Have you had a
chance of making sure of the position under
the Crown Suits Act?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I will
examine that aspect and make sure of it.
Under the Commonweslth regulations, if a
tenant, who is a hushand and father, dies,
the widow and children ave able to continue
as tenants in the same way as the breadwin-
ner was, That is a protection of some value
which is earried forward, and which we do
not find in the 1939 Aet.

Hon. A. H. Panton: The courts are gen-
erally a bit with the oceupier in my experi-
ence,

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
think the hon, member is right. It has been
suggested that the existing regulations are
too mueh loaded in favour of the tenant.
The time has come when the owner who seeks
to get possession of his house might be given
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a little more protection. But I do not pro-
pose tp embark on that question tonight.
If we made any amendments on thai seore,
they would need very careful consideration
o ensure that equity was preserved between
the two sides,

Hon. J. T. Tookin: Has the Minister
explained the reason for repealing Secfion
19, which ig Clause 9 of the Bill?

The MINISTER FOR HQUSING: Ii
has been carried forward into an earlier
clause that T referred fo when speaking of
the Ac¢t not binding the Crown. It has been
carried forward to a different clanse, and
therefore we would have duplieation if we
did not repeal Section 19. The last differ-
ence in the regulations to which I shall re-
fer—and there are many, as members will
realise—is one very useful provision by
which if a person desires to let his house for
a. short time—up to six months, perhaps he
is going on a2 holiday—he ean approach the
rent :nspector, expluin the circumstances
and pet a certificate under the hand of the
Minister that the regulations shall not apply.
Many people would not leave their home or
let it to a tenant for a short period beeause
of tho difficulty of regaining possession.
This proposal will allow a person who lets
his house, in the cirenmstances I have men-
tioned, to get it back again at the end of
the period without going through various
formula and diffieulties which the regula-
tions contain in relation to recovery of pos-
session.

Hon. A, R. G. Hawke: The Bill seems to
give Parliament an opportunity of looking
fo the generous treatment we gave last year
to the owners of hotels.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSBING: That
is continued. Under the Commonwealth
provistons, hotels have never been the sub-
jeet of these repossession or ejection regm-
Iations, The Commonwealth, throughout
the eight years, has considered that hotel-
keepers could look after themselves. So it
never applied its rights regarding 'eject-
ment or repossession to them. If we had
not amended the law last year, that amend-
ment would have come in now antomatically
by adoption of the Commonwealth regula-
tions. As it is, we have_ carried forward
inte the Act the same protection or safe-
guard regarding tenancies which was in-
serted in the amendment passed by this
House last year, to ensure that the tenants
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of hotels should not be unfairly treated, as
regards reasonable notice to give up their
premises on the expiration of their leases.
That is the purpose of the measure, Tt is
to make immediately applicable as State
regulations the law which now applies as
Commonwealth regulations regarding re-
possession and  ejectment,  The State
regulations will then be adapted in order
to preserve the proper form applicable to
regulations of this State, instead of regula-
tions of the Commonwealth.

Mr. Marshall: How long do you think
vou will be obliged to rest upon the Com-
monwealth regulations?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
Commonwenlth regulations expire on the
16th of this month, and it is desired to pass
this measure so that as soon as the Com-
monwealth  regulations  expire, with the
Lieunt.-(iovernor's assent, the Commonwealth
vegulations automatically be come State
revulations,

Mr. Marshall: But how long do you pro-
pose to rest upon the Commonwealth regu-
lntions ¢

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING : I think
it will he two or three weeks between the
expiration of the Commonwealth regula-
tions and the adoption of these regulntions.
They are the same as the Commonwealth
regnlations with the verbal alterations re-
<uired to ronform to State conditions, be-
can<¢ we do nect vant to carry forward
unneeessary verbiage which is referahble to
the whole Commonweslth, =

Hen. A, R, G. Hawke: It might be muach
snfer to earry them on that way.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING : I think
it i¢ better to promulgate them with the
necessary vernul alterations,

Hon, A, R. (. Hawke: Then the Legms-
lative Council immediately has the oppor-
tunity of disallowing any one or all of
them,

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: This
Honse has the same opportunity.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: But this is a
tdemovratic House,

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: This
House thinks it is democratie, as does every
other House. 1 think the measure is one
which is best fitted to meet the necessity of
an immediate transition of contrel from
Commonwealtl, to State,
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Mr. Hegney: Do you know whether the
other States are adopting the same policy?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: In
Victoria they are adopting Commonwealth
powers or existing Commonwealth law as
applicable to that State. I eannot speak
for the other States, but I think in the
majority of cases they will he effecting a
transition in much the same way as we are
doing. T move—

That the Bill be now real n second time,

On motion by Hon. F. J. 8. Wise, debato
adjourned.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Eighth Day.

Debate resumed from an earlier stage of
the sitting.

MR. GRAYDEN (Middle Swan) [9.4]:
During the present session we have heard
numercus speeches from members opposite
on the question of State finances, These
members have striven to paint as doleful a
picture as they possibly could and the Leader
of the Opposition, supported by the Deputy
Leader, went on {o criticise the Government
for the handling of its finanees. Their eriti-
cism is all very well, but they must realise
that rising costs, the shorter working week
and other factors have been to a large extent
responsible for the present financial posi-
tion. It is not possible for this State Gov-
ernment alone to check all rising costs, as
these are the inevitable continuation of the
spiral set m motion by the Commonwealth
Labour Government with the support of
members gpposife,

Hon. A, H. Panton: That is tommy-rot.

Mr. GRAYDEN: There is another item
to consider, an item which looms very large
indeed. When one Governmeni takes over
from another which has negleeted its obli-
gations and ils responsibilities for many
years, the new Government finds itself in
the difficult position of having to make up
the leeway., That is exmetly what has
happened in this instance.

Mr. Kelly: Was that g dream?

Mr, GRAYDEN: This Government has
had to make up for what previcus Govern-
ments have failed to do. It has fallen io
the lot of the Government to face up realis-
tically to the drift that has taken place in
this State over many years, and put the fin-
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ances of the State in order. It is a matter
of tremendous importance, too, when one
considers the eonsequences to this State of
the drift which has taken place. If mem-
bers would deny that such a drift has taken
place, they have only to refer to the report
of the Royal Commission on Railways.
It can be seen from the veport that this
great public utility has heen allowed fo drift
into sueh a state of disrepair, that it has
systematically and inerveasingly weakened
the financial position of this State. Tt is
a position which should never have been
allowed to develop, but ai the same time it
is a position for which the previous Govern-
ment sand those of its ilk before it must
aceept full responsibility,

Hon. A. H. Panton: A few outside the
previous Government’s ilk, too.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Yes, but the members

opposite must remember that Labour Gov-

ernments have been in office in this State

for the last 14 years.

Hon. A, H. Panton: The drift started be-
fore then.

Mr. GRAYDEN: The drift started over
the last 14 years. The Deputy Leader of
the Opposition, when speaking on the finan-
cial position, criticised Government expendi-
ture, but when pressed to give one single
item eoncerning which he felt that expendi-
ture conld be ent down, he could not do so.

Hon, A. BR. G. Hawke: He certainly did.
He gave the item of Royal Commissions.

Mr. GRAYDEN: The member for
Northam gave one instance. I waited ex-
pectantly for him to poinf out one instance,
- and he later gave, as he says, the item of
Reoyal Commissions, The total expenditure
on Royal Commissions is but a drop in the
ocecan compared with the total expenditure
of this State, but apparently that was the
only item of which the Deputy Leader
of the Qpposition conld disapprove. It is
small wonder that members opposite dis-
approve of Royal Commissions and that they
disapprove of commissions which have ve-
eently heen appointed, because We need only
take the Railway Royal Commission. The
Commissioners’ report was a seathing indiet-
ment of the previous Government, and par-
ticnlarly of its mismanagement of the State
finanees, Ineidentally, the report also ex-
ploded the myth that the Labour members
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necessarily make any sincere efforts to bet-
ter the lot of the men and women working
in this country when they attain office. From
the Railway Royal Commission’s report it
would appear, very justifiably, that in a
great many cases when Labour members have
attained office they have done so on the
hard-earned shillings of the working men
and women.

Hon. A, H. Panton: Wherve did you hear
that?

Mr. GRAYDEN: And having attained
office they simply continue in the capaeity
of parasites on the working men and
women.

Mr. Hoar: How do you know?

Mr. GRAYDEX: Have a glance at the
Royal Commissioners’ report on the railways
with reference to the conditions at the Mid-
land Junction workshops. I have an ex-
tract here—

Hon. A. H. Panton: We have a few ex-
tracts of what you said, too.

Mr. GRAYDEN: At page 208, paragraph
10, of the report the Royal Commissioner
sald—

We camnot too strongly emphasise the im-
portanck of maintaining harmonious relations
between staff and management and of giving
due and proper attention to their health and
gencral welfare. Imspection showed an almost
callons disregard for the most elementary
human requirements and we feel that some of
the eonditious under which the staff was found
to work and live are so had that action should
have been taken ere now to effect mprove-
ments,

Now, when members opposite are faced
withk such damning indietments of them-
selves ag i¢ contained in this report I feel
it is perhaps fortunate that they had
such vivid imaginations, inasmuch as their
imaginations must surely help them to con-
sule themselves when they are faced with
what little their Government succeeded in
doing as against what the present Govern-
ment has done in the comparatively short
period of the 15 months it has been in office.

Hon. A. H. Panton: I think you will get
a couple of stripes out of this.

Mr. GRAYDEN: The member for North-
East Fremantle made some ecriticism con-
cerning the North Inglewood School. He
wanted to know why the present Govern-
ment had not effected extensions there, as
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he had heard or read that some young
children starting school were being tempor-
arily accommodated in a building other than
i school building. He wanted to know why
this Government had not effected extensions,
although Governments of his party bad
been in office for 14 years and had not
done so. By interjection I was able
to tell the member for North-East Fre-
mantle that something had been done;
that extensive extensions had been com-
menced and one room will be ready within
a couple of weeks. The other two rooms
should be ready not very long afterwards.
So the member for North-East Fremantle
was misinformed on that point. We do
not have to stop at the North Inglewood
school if we are going to tonch on the school
position in Middle Swan. The £8,700 being
spent on that particular school by this
Government is by no means an isolated in-
stance in Middle Swan,

I can refer the member for North-East
Fremantle to Morley Park where we are
going to have a school on a completely dif-
ferent site, and to the Eden Hill school where
extensive extensions are well advanced
which will cost £3,425, Those extensions
were approved and commenced by this
Government, In the Middle Swan electorate
again, the Rivervale school extensions are
already in progress and the cost will be
£7,840,

Mr. Yates: That must have been neglect-
ed in the past.

Mr. GRAYDEN: It was. I point to these
improvements to schools in Middle Swan
alone simply to establish the lengths to
which members opposite will go in order
to discredit this Government. The other
day we had a member of the Opposition
endeavouring to convey to the people of
this State that children were commencing
school at Worth Inglewood other than in a
school building, The inference was that
the Government was doing nothing towards
impruving and extending school accommoda-
tion. What did the previous Government
do in the way of extending school accom-
modation in the Middle Swan electorate?
It authorised additions to one school but it
remained for this Government to carvy out
the extensions. The school to which I refer
is Bayswater. However, those extensions
were only authorised during the )ast elee-
tion campaign and it then remained for this
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Government to make the extensions. So we
have in this one aspect alone an illustration
of just what the Government is doing and
has done against what the previous Govern-
ment failed to do.

Hon. A, H. Panton: You will be making
your other colleagues jealous if you are
not careful.

Mr. GRAYDEN: We see very clearly the
results of what the previous Government
failed to do in its obligations to the State.
The progress that has been made in the
establishment of schools alone is a tribute
indeed to the Minister for Education and
to the Government. If members opposite
wil] not agree that it is a fribute then we
can only conclude that they did not favour
the assistance which is being given to edu-
eation, and I think they have already made
it clear from their speeches on the financinl
position of the State that they do not
favour this assistance,

Mr. Kelly: You
“Billy boy” yet.

Mr, GRAYDEN: There is another small
matter T wish to mention before I proceed
to other items,

Hon. A, R. G, Hawke: What about the
Murdech commission?

Mr., GRAYDEN: I will get on to {hat
later, too. Members opposite have had a
greal deal to say on the question of housing.
They have heen endeavouring, naturally
without success, to minimise the strides
which have been made in this sphere since
the present Government took office.

will be promoted to

Mr. Graham: You have been apologising
all the time.

Mr. GRAYDEX: The faets are that
considerable progress has been made in spite
of the fact that a 40-hour week has been
introduced during the life of this Govern-
ment,

Hon. A. H. Panton: I like that! How
much money did you spend trying to stop
it?

Mr. GRAYDEN: It js quile understand-
able that the Opposition should endeavour
to discount the efforts of this Government
in respeet {o housing. I think we can mens-
ure our progress in this connection by the
extent to which the members opposite are
seeking to minimise it. It is obvious that
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they are perturbed indeed af having shaped
so poorly in the matter,

Mr. Kelly: Has your Government done
any better?

Mr. GRAYDEN: 1 say it has done 100
per cent. better, [t must be partienlarly
disconcerting te members opposite to find
the present Government embarking upon
schemes to provide n greater number of
homes particularly for two and three-unit
familiea when they realise, as everybody
docs, that they themselves did nothing at
all to cater for such families, exeept to
make a five per cent. allocation available.
Is it any wonder, in view of the faet that
they were completely incapable of initiating
any schemes at all to give relief to two and
three-unit families, that they should hitterly
resent the progress being made by the pres-
ent Government? The attitude of members
opporite to the matter of housing two and
three-unit families may be gauged from the
speech of the Leader of the Opposition, the
then Premier, prior to the last election. In
hiz Poliey speech he said—

Although enrlier it was neeessary to refuse
permits to families without dependaonts, this
restriction has now been relaxed and an in-

crcasing number of ecases will be approved
where guly two persons are to bhe housed.

Hon. A. H. Panton: And that has been
eancelled ever sinee.

Mr. GRAYDEN: That was all the pre-
vions Government had to offer. It would
appear that what one would expeet to be
the fertile minds of the Opposition were
singularly barren on the question of provid-
ing homes for two and three-unit families,
but they are not barren in criticising this
Goveromen} for deing something which
they themselves failed to do and not only
failed to do but had no intention of doing.

Mr. Kelly: Give ns some facts on what
15 being done now.

Hon, A. R. G, Hawke: Have you had
any one and two-unit families housed in
Middle Swan?

Mr. GRAYDEN: There have been doz-
ens of cases. The present Government has
already inereased the allocation from 5 per
cent., as it was under the previous Govern-
ment to,.I believe, 35 per cent.

Hon, A. R. G. Hawke:
none.

From none to

an

Mr. GRAYDEN: In addition, and more
important still, it has embarked npon sev-
erzl sehemes with the sole object of provid-
ing for the needs of those two and three-
unit families. Members opposite, however,
are now striving to aggravate the plight of
two and three-unit families. They know
they had nothing to offer such families and
they know full well, too, that every family
gettled in the type of home especially pro-
vided by this Government is a further in-
dietment of themselves,

During the first session of this Parliament,
we listened with great surprise to the
speeches of members opposite. We were sur-
prised because the ynderlying theme of those
speeches was a general wail against the de-
feat which they had suffered at the election.
Not only were we surprised; the people
also were surprised—

Hon. A. H, Panton: Surprised at your
defeating us.

Mr. GRAYDEN. No, surprised a{ mem-
bers opposite taking defeat with such poor
sportsmanghip.  Nothing muech was said
about their wails because it was realised that
defeat is very bitter indeed to them. How-
ever, it was with astonishment that we found
at the opening of this session that members
opposite, far from regreiting the poor
sportsmanship they had shown, again
branched out and forced us to listen to their
wails.

Hon. A, H. Panton: You are not forced
to listen. You may walk out of the Chamber.

Mr. GRAYDEN : I do not object to their
wailing. There is no need for me or any-
one else to do so. It speaks for itself and
conveys far more than could any words of
mine, The people realise that thiz display
was the measure of bitterness with which
the members opposite took their defeat. I
express my astonishment at the  hypoerisy
of members opposite—the hypocrisy in which
they have elothed themselves to mask the in-
adequacy with whieh they are aequitting
themselves as an Opposition. Incapable of
constructively eriticising, they have assumed
this mantle of hypoerisy to mask their short-
comings as an Opposition.  With ' this
hypoerisy in which they are steeped, mem-
bers oppogite have charged this Govern-
ment with obtaining office by misrepresenta-
tion.

Hon. A, H, Panton: Who said that?
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Mr. Fox: You are even making the Pre-
mier smile,

Hon. A. H. Panton: And that takes some
doing. '

Mr. GRAYDEN: Members opposite have
aceused the Government of obtaining office
by making lying statements, by wilful mis-
representation, wilfnlly misrepresenting the
position, fraudulent statements, hrazen
effrontery, malicious lying, lying and
malicions statements. Hour after hour, day
after day, month after month, and now
apparently year after year, members oppo-
site are going to reiterate those statements.

Hon. A. H. Panton: If we did not, you
would have nothing to talk about.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Such is the hitterness of
defeat; such is the arrant hypoerisy of mem-
bers opposite. The Leader of the Opposi-
tion and his eolleagues have endeavoured to
misrepresent the promises made by the
Government party at the last election.

Mr. Fox: Did it not make those promises?

Mr. GRAYDEN: We shall see presently.
The Leader of the Opposition has consider-
ably changed his tune, the tone to which his
henchmen danced and which he piped prior
to the last election. Tt was not a guestion of
promises before the last election; that has
arisen only since the defeat of members
opposite.

Mr, Triat: How long have you been 2
Liberal?

Mr. GRAYDEN : Members opposite would
have had the people believe that this party
was offering them nothing but what was
already provided by themselves. Iet me
quote the actual words of the Leader of the
Opposition. This extract is from a written
statement supplied to “The West Aus-
tralian”—and I fake it written hy the
Leader of the Opposition himself—and pub-
lished on the 14th March, 1947, one day
hefore the eleclion. Let us see what he had
to say at that time abont promises.

Mr. Triat: What did your own leader
say

Mr. GRAYDEN: I am pointing ont the
hypoerisy of members opposite, The Leader
of the Opposition stated he was referring
to the Policy speeches of the present Gov-
ernment.  He said—

Their own Poliey speeches eontained little

or nothing mot already provided for in the
Government’s programme already in progress.
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Hon, A. H. Panton: Quite right!

Mr. GRAYDEN: Yet now, in direct and
flat contradietion of his words on that
oseasion, the Leader of the Opposition, and
hig colleagues, would have us believe that this
Government obtained office by making rash
promises.  Such is their arrant hypocrisy!

Mr. Hegney: Are you an independent, or
are you 8 hypocrite now? '

Mr. GRAYDEN: It would appear to me
that members of any organisation who counld
speak in the terms I have quoted would
necessarily be paragons of virtue as regards
misrepresentation. One would imagine thal
they would quail before any innuendo that
they could be guilty of that with which they
seek to accuse others, Quail before aceusa-
tions of misrepresentation! On the con-
trary, elementary research reveals clearly
that the mesns by which the members op-
posite obtained office and continued in office
were fraudulent in the cxtreme, Tence
the hypoerisy of their present charges,

Hon. A, R, G. Hawke: Are you the same
chap who stoad as an Independent for
Swan?

Mre. GRAYDEN: T am talking about the
hypoerisy of members opposite,

Hon. A. R. G, Hawke: Are you the same
gentleman who stood for the Federal seat
of Swan as an Independent?

Mr, GRAYDEN: So what?

Hon. A, R. G. Hawke: As an Independ-
ent? Are you the same man?

Mr, GRAYDEN: What has that to do
with it?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. GRAYDEN: One would think mem-
bers opposite had no independence in their
party. I have a pamphlet here which was
issued by members opposite, who are fond of
guoting from pamphlets in this Chamber
and analysing them. 1 have just one pam-
phlet, I shall not give the name of the
gentleman who issued it, out of deference
to his feelings, but T will tell the House by
whom it was anthorised.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: We have a pam-
phlet issued by a Mr, Grayden—issned when
he stood as an Independent for the Swan
seatf.

Mr. GRAYDEN: The pamphlet was au-
thorised by E. H. Gray, campaign director,
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Trades Hall, and it was printed by “The
Worker.” The pamphlet proceeds in this
strain: “Labour has given you....” Then
follows a list of 34 items. They are, higher
wages.

Hon. A, H. Panton: Correet.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Shorter hours.
Hon, A. H, Panton: Correct.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Social security.

Hon, A. H. Panton: Also correct.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Better workers’ com-
pensation,

Mr. May: Correct; den’t miss any.

My, GRAYDEN: Easy acecess to arbitra-
tion.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Correct.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Cost of living index.

Opposition members: Correct.

Mr, GRAYDEN: Improved factory con-
ditions.

Hon. A, H. Panton: Correct,

iIr. GRAYDEN: Workers' homes; as-
sured water supplies,

Hon. A. H. Panton: Yes,

Mr. GRAYDEN:
tion,

Hon, A. H. Panton: Correct.

My, GRAYDEN: Full employmenti; better
schools and hospitals; many new industries.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Correet.

Oppesition members: Hear, hear!

Mr, GRAYDEN: Profiteering prevention.

Hon, A. H. Panton: Yes.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Price-fixing,

Hon. A. H. Panton: Correct,

Mr. GRAYDEN: Public trust office; con-
trol of interest rates,

Hon, A. H, Panton: Correct.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Protection for mort-
gagors; pood bread legislation.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Correct again.

Mr, GRAYDEN: Third party insurance;
superannuation.

Hon. A, H, Panton: Correet.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Rental houses; materials
control.,

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: That 1s true.

Transport co-ordina-
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Mr. GRAYDEN: Higher basic wage.
Hon. F, J. §. Wise: Right.

Mr., GRAYDEN: Pensions for coal-
miners; regulation of dangerous t{rades;
long-service leave; standard leave and holi-
days; promotions appeal board; extended
cleetricity supplies; rent control; new
award for nurses; a progressive health
policy and Iast “Labour has given you
every advance won for the workers.”

Hon, A, H, Panton: Hear, hear! Name
one out of that lot we did mnot introduce.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Wkat malicious lies!

Hon. A. H. Panton: Be a man! Name
one we did not introduce.

Mr, GRAYDEN: Take the first item in
this pamphlet—higher wages. 1 want to
know how the Labour Party ecould give
higher wages. I want to know also whether
all the statements which the Leader of the
Opposition made against the present
Government do not apply in this instance.
“Labour has given you higher wages.” That
iz a deliberate lie. The Arbitration Court
13 responsible for awarding higher wages.

Hon. A, H. Panton: Who constituted the
Arbitration Court, you big mug?

Mr, GRAYDEN: In regard to the second
item, shorter hours—

Hon. A. H. Panton: Who did that?

Mr, GRAYDEN: Again, not the Labour
Party, but the Arbitration Court, Another
deliberate lie!

Mr. Grakam: Who opposed the 40-hour
weekd

Mr. GRAYDEN:
member did.

Mr. Marshall: Sit down. You are mak-
ing a bigger fool of yourself standing than
by sitting down.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. Marshall: The hon. member does not
know what he is talking ahout,

Mr. GRAYDEN: I am endeavouring to
establish the hypocrisy of members opposite
and I think I am doing it suceessfully,

Hon, A. H. Panton: And I thought there
were hapes for youl! :

Mr. GRAYDEN: Another item, workers’
compensation.

Hon, A. H. Panton: Who did that?

Possibly the hon.
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Mr. GRAYDEN: What has Labour done
in regard to workers’ compensation?

Hon. A, H, Panton: Who infroduced
workers’ compensation legislatioi?

Mr. GRAYDEN: After all the yeafs that
the Labour Party had been in office it
remained for this Goverument to appoing
a Royal Commission with a view to improv-
ing workers' compensation, Btill another
deliberate lie!

Hon. A. H. Panton: We did the job with-
out Royal Commissions.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Ancther ijtem, taken
at random—improved factory conditions.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Who did that?

Mr. GRAYDEN: “Labour has given you
improved factory conditions.”

Hon. A. H. Panton: You have never
worked in a factory. ’

Mr. GRAYDEN: What is the position as
to factories in this State? Is there any more
tragic, more obsolete, more unhygienie fac-
tory than the Midland Junction workshops,
the factory that the previous Government
was in control of for 14 years? Let me
quote an exiraet from the Royal Commis-
sion’s report—

Inspection showed an almost callous disregard
of the most elementary human requirements,
and we feel that some of the conditions under
which the staff was found to work and live are
so bad that action should have been taken
ere now o effeet improvements,

So much for better factory conditions which
Labour has given to the workers of this
State! Take another item, transport co-
ordination. That is a deliberate and mali-
cious lie. No attempt was made at trans-
port co-ordination. A farcical position
existed as regards both rail and road trans-
port when the present Government assumed
offiee, and yet members opposite ¢laim trans-
port co-ordination. “Better schools and
hospitals.” Need I point to the tragic state
of the schools and hospitals in this State
when this Government took over office? 1
need only point out how members opposite
for many years endeavoured to win votes
by misrepresenting the position with res-
pect to the Royal Perth Hospital. They told
the people that it would be completed in a
month, but it remained for the present
Government to complete it, Had the previous
Government remained in power it would
not have been completed yet. Take the
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next item: “New award for nurses,” That
new award, brought in last May, was spon-
sored by the present Government, not the
Labour Government, So that is another
deliberate lie.

Hon, F. J. S. Wise: You are s proper
elown!

Hon. A. H, Panton: T suppose we should
have gone on with that job and left you
chaps oversea without arms and ammunition.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Finally, there is the
statement that Labour bas given every ad-
vanee won for the workers. What a lying,
malicious statement!

Mr. Hegney: You do not know what you
are talking about!

Mr. GRAYDEN: T challenge any member
of the Opposition to disprove that, Is it
conceivable that members opposite owe their
seats to lying misrepresentations of this
nature? Is it possible that they are so
steeped in hypoerisy that they ean level
these charges against this Government?
Every foul word used by the Leader of the
Opposition and his henchmen ean be ap-
plied with neecuraey and with complete justi-
fieation to the pamphlet T have quoted. The
Leader of the Opposition used such terms
as “lying statements,” “wilful misrepresenta-
tions,”! “frandulent statements,” “brazen
cffrontery” and “malicious lies.”

Hon. A, A, M. Coverley: He proved his
case; you are not deing that,

Mr. GRAYDEN: Eachk and every one of
those foul terms can be applied with com-
plete justification to the pamphlet 1 have
quoted, and T challenge any member of the
Opposition to disprove that. They cannot
disprove it. Yet they are so steeped in
bypoerisy that they continue making the
charges I have mentioned. The Leader of
the Opposition said of something that was
published by the Libera] Party that it was
known, and is known, to be a lie on
the part of the gentleman who author-
ised it: To this last sentence in the
pamphlet I have read—that Labour has
given every advance won for the work-
ers—eannot the words of the Leader
of the Opposition be applied with eomplete
justification: that it was known and is
known to be a lie by the gentleman who
authorised it? Of course it can, and no-
ong not being & member of the Opposition
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steeped in hypoerisy, as members opposite
are, would deny it! But I conld go further.
I conld quote another statement of the
TLeader of the Opposition, He said that
never before in the history of polities in
Australia had there been an eleetion adver-
tisement so malicionsly, so fraudulently
wiven to the public as one that had been
issied by the Liberal Party. That was his
statement. Buf again, cannot it be applied
with complete jnstification in regard to this
pamphlet ¢

Hon, A. H. Panton: Why did you not
tell that tale to the men when you were with
your brother at Midland Junction?

My, GRAYDEN: What tale?

Hon, A. H. Panton: The tale yau are put-
ting over here now. It would have eon-
verted the workers.

Mr. GRAYDEN: It wounld, if they only
knew it.

Hon. A. H. Panfon: You do not tell me
that you did not put it up to them?

Mr. GRAYDEN: I have another pam-
phlet here; I have not come with only one.
This pamphlet is typical of the lying mis-
representations of the party to which mem-
hers opposite helong. This pamphlet states
this kind of thing. Let ws see what the
Leader of the Opposition has to say in con-
nection with this extract—

The Federal Leader of the Liberal Party
is Mr. Menzies. Befors the war, he publicly
praised Hitler, Mussolini and Tojo. As Af-
torney General in the Nationalist Government,
he forced the workers against their will to ship
war materials to Japan,

Mr. Bovell: Who said that?

Mr. GRAYDEN: The extract continnes—

They were used by the Japs in China,
Malaya, New Guinea and Darwin;
This is a pamphlet from members opposite.

Mr. Graham: And perfeetly true!

The Premier: It js not trme! It is a
downright lie, and you should be ashamed to
mention it. Talk about malicious linrs!

Mr. GRAYDEN: That is a malicious and
deliberate lie. I want to know whether mem.
bers opposite are going to deny it. 1 should
imagine they will not becanse they knew
full well that at the time shipments of iron-
ore were stopped hy the U.A.P. Government,
the Western’ Australian Government pro-
tested most bitterly. Just to make that point

asl

clear, let me read the actual motion which
was moved and earried in the Parliament
in thig State. This is the motion—

This Parliament of Western Australin em-
phatieally protests against the embargo placed
‘hy the Commonwealth Government on the ex.
port of iren-ore from Ausiralia, in view of
its dicastroug effects upon the devclopment of
the State. We consider that the information
available does not warrant such drnstie action,
and we urge the Commonwealth Government
to remove the embargo,

Here is part of the speech by the then
Premier—

The purpose of the motion is to enable mem-
bers of this Parliament to express their views
on what the Government considers to be a most
iniguitous abuse of power by the Common-
wealth Government. The prohibition on the
export of iron-ore from Australia has struck
o terrible blow at the welfare of this State.

I do not propese to continue quoting
speeches from this debate. I am referring to
this pamphlet, and I simply say that mem-
bers opposite go about this State making
capital ont of this sort of thing, out of
these lying misrepresentations; but they
themselves aetually fought most bittexly to
have the ban on these shipments to Japan
lifted when it was applied by the Common-
wealth Government,’

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley:
to Brasserts, England.

Mr. GRAYDEN: To Japan.
Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: It was not to
Japan!

Mr. GAYDEX: It was to Japan. So
much for the misrepresentation charges of
members opposite. These baseless charges
have served but one purpose. They have
achieved but one end. They have simply
ontlined in stark reality the arrant hypoe-
risy of members opposite. I have always
been under the impression that the Parlia-
ment of any State or of any country should

To England—

" set an example in every way to the com-

munity in general.
Mr, Hoar: What about starting?

Mr. GRAYDEN: Members of this House
should be iedividuals of exemplary con-
duet. Our actions should provide to some
extent an example to the country. 1t
should not be a case of, “Do not do as I
do; do as I say.” 1 have always heen under
the impression that if one is fairly beaten,
as were members opposite at the last elee-
tion, one should acecept that defeat in a
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sportsmanlike way, Taking these things
into consideration, it is no wonder that the
people of Western Australia generally have
witnessed with astonishment the way in
which members opposite took their defeat
at the last election. It has been a painful
experience to witness the example being set
by the Opposition in the State Parliament
of Western Australia.

Mr, Hoar: I suppose that after the next
election you will turn Independent.

Mr. GRAYDEN: We have been paid a
visit recently by the Vietorian interstate
football team. Vietoria, as members will
know, is regarded to some extent as the
home of football. Over there, they are
tremendously proud of their game, as they
should be. One consequenily does not need
very much imagination to reslise how bit-
terly disappointed the Victorian team was at
losing on both oceasions on which they met
the Western Anstralians, Having in mind
the pique displayed by the Opposition on
being defeated at the last elections, T looked
with interest in the morning paper follow-
ing both matches to see how Vietoria
accvepted their defeat. T was pleasantly
surprised to sec that their captain, instead
of making exruses and complaining, actually
admitted that the better team had won. So
I say, we ean safely relax in Western
Australia knowing that this element of
wailing at defeat is not something which is
insidiously creeping into the sporting world,
but is merely confined to our Opposition.
I trust that memhers opposite will take
some hecd—

Hon. J. T, Tonkin: We do.

Mr. GRAYDEN : —of the lesson given by
the Viectorian footballi team. I would like
at this point to mention a few other mat-
ters before gettinz on to something more
controversial. The first is in connection
with the license fees required to be paid by
persons who use wheel chairs as a means of
conveyance. If they wish to ease their bur-
den by installing a power unit, they have to
pay a license fee. If a man owng a wheel
chair he does not have to license it as is the
e¢ase with a motorear or motoreycle, but if
he insfalls & motor in the chair to spare
himself the task of propelling it by hand,
he must license it. If a motoreyele engine
is used he must license the chair as a motor-
eycle. That is an astonishing state of
affairs.

"ed scheme, as was alleged.
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I know a erippled man who lives alone
about a mile from the shopping ecentre of
his distriet. To obtain provisions and for
other reasons, he has in the past had to
propel himself by hand, daily, over that dis-
tance. After much saving, he installed a
motorcycle engine in his wheel chair, and
now finds that he is, with his limited invalid
pension, required to pay the same license
as for a motorcyele—and a motoreycle, after
all, is designed principally for pleasure and
licenzed accordingly. It is particularly dif-
fieult in these times for an invalid to live,
let glone live adequately, without added im-
posts of this naturve. I therefore earnestly
ask the Government to give these people re-
lief by npot asking them to license their
wheel chairs, or alternatively to refund the
license money. There are very few in this
State—perhaps not more than half-a-dozen.
There are no cleareut provisions for the
licensing of these chairs, as is evidenced by
the fact that they are treated as motor-
cveles, so the matter should present very
little difficulty to the Government.

The other small subjeet T wish fo raise is
this: Some days ago the member for South
Fremantle made some mention of the origin
of the Goldfields waler scheme. I did not
intend referring to it tonight, as it is im-
possible for me to deal with it adequately
in a matter of minutes. I would, however,
refer members to a four-column reply pub-
lished in “The Kalgoorlie Miner” of the 30th
June, 1948, to Professor Murdoch’s report.
That reply deals with the main points in the
report. The member for South Fremantle
suggested that in view of the repor{ submit-
ted by Professor Murdoch, I should apolo-
gise to the Historical Society for the state-
ments T made last session. My grievance
was not against the Historical Society, but
the sub-committee of that society for the
initial investigation, which was so much in
error. In view of its statements, it is the
one which ought to apologise to the publie.

There are toc many misrepresentations of
faet in Professor Murdoch’s report for me
to reply adequately on this oceasion. I hope,
however, to do so at a later date, For the
time heing, may I say I have made a
thorough investigation of the files on which
the report is based, and can find no evidence
whatever that Sir John Forrest had in his
possession on the Fields a plan of the adopt-
‘When Sir John
Forrest said at Kanowna he had no plan,
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he was speaking with complete sincerity,
and it is most unfair {o suggest that he was
pot.  Just before I leave this subject, I
might mention another peint, and that is
that I find it hard to eredit that the member
for South Fremantle should have been asked
to give evidenee at this recent inquiry when,
on his own adimission, he had not gone fully
into the matter, and also beeause a witness
who, I think, would have been one of the
first to” be ealled, namely, a Mr. Faulkner,
wag not asked to give evidence, He is one
of the two men still alive who were present
at the actual banquet, He was not ealied,
although I went to great pains to locate
him, but the member for South Fremantle
was, but he did not attend because he did
not know anything about it.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: You are getting your
geography a bit mixed.

Mr. Fox: I am not going all round the
compass, as you are,

Mr. GRAYDEN: I do not want to delay
the House much longer, but may I say that
I have listened with interest to some very
revealing speeches by the member for Irwin-
Moore on the question pf Communism. We
have also had members opposite endeavour-
ing to create the impression that they are
in no way conneeted with this ideology. I
want to know just to what extent members
opposite have no relationship with or
sympathy for the Communist Party, becaunse
I believe many of them are sailing under
false colours,

Mr. Reynolds: What rot!

Mr. GRAYDEN: That must be another
of those inane expressions to which the hon'
member vefers. I ivant to know to what
extent members opposite are not connected
with Communizm. I have before me the
notice paper of the 28th July, 1948, in which
the member for East Perth takes up eudgels
on behalf of the Eureka Youth League, He
possibly denies any affiliation with the Com-
manists, T understand, and s¢ does every-
one elze, that he has to appease other see-
tions of his electorate, and therefore he
diselaims any affiliation with them. Bat, as
I sny, T have the notice paper here, and the
member for East Perth asked the following
questions of the Minister for Edueation:—

(1) Is he aware of the move reeently made

and further attempts to be made to exelude
the Eurcka Youth League from the Associated
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Youth Committee of the XNational Fitness
Couneil?
(2) Does he concur with these attempts?

(3) If so, is it the intention that member-
ship of the committee should bho governed by
political considerations?

(4) If not, what steps does he contemplate
in order to prevent such a possibility9

{5) In any event, is it his intention to take
action to prevent the expulgion of the Eurcka
Youth League?

Hon. A, H. Panton: I suppose you heard
the member for East Perth tomght.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Irrespective of what
the member for East Perth said tonight, or
any of his colleagues, I take it that from
these questions the member for East Perth
is taking up the cudgels on behalf of the
Eureka Youth League.

Hon. A. H, Panton: Do you think it ought
to be expelled?

Mr. GRAYDEN: I definitely do. 1 re-
peat that the member for East Perth is tak-
ing up the eudgels on behalf of an ergan-
isatien which has a great deal of sympathy
amony members opposite, It is evident
from the questions asked by the member for
East Perth that encovragement is being
given to this organisation to floorish in this
country, otherwise he would not have asked
the questions in that strain. The T'urcka
Youth League is well known for its relation-
ship with the Communist Party.

Mr. Triat: Tell us something abont it.

Mr. GRAYDEN: It is possible for mem-
bers opposite to say that they are in sym-
pathy with this movement but that tley do
not consider that it has any relations'ip to
the Communist Party. That is whrt they
tell us now. Tt is inconceivable to * » that
these members should have such a el * rela-
tionship with the organisation and : -t not
be in possession of the facts in rec~rd to
it. The aim of the Communist Part- is to
overtarow the Governments of this (~untry
by foree and the Eureka Youth le -ue is

striving towards the same goal. V" as I
say it has the support of the mem r for
East Perth and the sympathy of - areat

number of members opposite, just as the
Comrmunist Party has this same sym: -*hy.

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: You kr« - that
is not true,

Mr. GRAYDEN: We had a plea ¢+ Com-
munism—and I was very surpriscd '~ hear
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it—from the member for Brown Hill-Ivan-
hoe. I do not believe for one moment that
this member is in any way connected with
Communism although I do think that many
of his colleagues are connected with them,

Hon, A. H. Panton: Tell us who they
are?

Mr, GRAYDEN: But I am certain that
the member for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe is not.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Point out one or
two.

Mr. GRAYDEN : The member for Brown
Hitl-Ivanhoe realises that he has to contest
a selection ballot because he has lost his
seat—

Ilon, J. T. Tonkin: You have lost your
scat, too.

Mr. GRAYDEN: He probably realises
that there may be one or twe Communists
on the selection committee and I think the
member for Brown Hill-Tvanhoe has shown
goad Labour taste by getting in early.

Hon. A. II. Panton: Who told, you we
have a sclection committee?

Mr, GRAYDEXN: However, I do not he-
lieve for one moment that the hon. mem-
ber is conneeted with the Communist
Party bgt 1 do helieve some of the other
Opposition members are,

Mr. Reynolds: Why advanee that theory?

Mr. GRAYDEN: Some of those members
bave sympathy and relationships with the
Communist Party, but 1 wonder how many
of them are actually sympathisers of the
party and how many of them are sailing
under {alse colours. The member for East
Perth has openly taken up, by way of the
notice paper, the cudgels on behalf of the
Eurcka Youth League.

Mr. Megnev: What replies did the Min-
ister give?

Mr, GRAYDEN: Exactly where does the
organisation stand? I am not concerned
about the reply given to the member for
¥aost Perth, but am solely eoncerned about
the questions that were asked. I want to
establish exaectly where this Eureka Youth
League stands. I have a cutting from “The
West Australian”—members opposite may
sneer because it is from “The West Aus-
tralian”—hbut it is & news item. 1t is taken
from the issue of the 30th July, 1948, and

[ASSEMBLY.]

the heading is “No Subsidies for Red
Groups.” The report is from Melbourne,
the date given is the 29th July and the
extract is ag follows:—

The Minister for Health (Sir Albert Dun-
stan) today instructed the National Fitness
Council that no subsidies were to be paid in
the current finaneial year to the Eureka Youth
League or ‘‘any other organisation associated
with Communism,’’ He said that the Govern-
ment gave a subsidy of £8,000 a year to the
council, whieh in turn made grants to youth
and other organisations.

Hon, A. H. Panton: What Minijster for

. Health is that?

Mr. GRAYDEN: The Vietorian (lovern-
ment is apparently quite convinced that the
BEureka Youth League is a Communist
organisation and, I repeat, this is an organi-
sation which the member for East Perth
is championing. In ease that entting has
not convinced members oppusite that the

"KEureka Youth League is a Communist

organisation I will quote from anether issue
of “*The West Australian’’ dated the 22nd
July, 1948, and the heading is—'‘Youth
Groups. Move for Execlusion of Member.,”
It reads—

A motion to exclude the FEureka Youth
League from the Associateldl Youth Committee
of the National Fitness Council failed te gain
the requisite two-thirds majority at a meet-
ing of the AY.C. on Tuesday night,

The initiative came from the State Executive
of the Boy Seouts’ Association whose delegate
(Mr. V. Dawe) moved under notice, that the
E.Y.L. should be excluded from the committee,
or, alternatively, that the committee should be
re-formed to procure that eud.

That mation which eame from the Boy
Seoutis’ Assoctation was defeated.

Ifon. A. H. Panton: Who ¢efeated it?

Mr. GRAYDEXN : After that the Y.M.CLA.
took the matter up and moved the follow-
ing motion:—

That the following be ndded to eclause 4 of
the Constitution: Eligible bodies shall be those
who affirm their belief in God and loyalty to
the King and British Commonwealth and are
recognised as working for the welfare of youth
in the community and who by reason of their
programme—

Mr. Reynolds: Amen!

Mr, GRAYDEN: To continne—
—and number average 100 (members) in the
14 to 25 age group over a period of one year
before application for affiliation, become ac-
ceptible by a two-thirds majority to the recog-
niged groups.
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That matter will he debated later. And so
we see the Boy Scouts are opposed to the
- League and they would not have taken up
the matter unless they were perfectly con-
vinced that this organisation was of a com-
munist character. The Y.M.C.A. also would
not have moved any motion unless they,
too, were convinced of its communistic
ideas.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: JIs the Government
convinced ?

Mr. GRAYDEN: Now let us see what the
“Workers Star” has to say about this at-
tack by the Boy Secouts’ Association on the
Eureks Youth League. The heading of the
““Workers Star’’ dated the 9th July is
‘‘Boy Scouts Attaek E.Y.L. Snide Move
Against Working Class Youth., YWhat is the
strength of the move by the leaders of the
Boy Scouts to have the Eureka Youth
League excluded from the Associated Youth
Committee?’’ T quote from the artiele—

The answer to this questione by Miss J,
Marks, State Seeretary of the E.Y.L. brings
sharply before all workers and democrats the
vital and urgent question, ‘‘Which Way for
Australinn Youth???

Further on in this artiele Miss Marks had
this to say—

¢‘Thg form and content of the move is ab-
solutely in keeping with rvle 7 of the Scout
law: A Secout obeys orders of his parents,
Patrol Leader, or Seout Master without ques.
tion,’?
She continues—

And this organisation claims to be demo-
cratie!
Miss Marks stated that when referring to
the Boy Seouts’ Association.

Mr. Bovell: The Boy Seouts honour God
and the King, too, Do not forget that.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Here are some further
remarks by Miss Marks-—
The present State Government is a

‘“Liberal’*-C.D.L. one—that is, anti-working
elass,

Why is it necessary to remove the voice,
eyes and ears of working class youth from this
Asgociation? Ts something being cooked up
which Jbodes ill for the youth of W.A.9

There is another heading ‘‘Playing Fields

Or Battle Fields?’’ and Miss Marks asks—
What then -is it to be—playing fields or

battle fields?

This report was given in the “‘Workers

Star,”’ which is the local Communist news-
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paper, because of the action taken by the
Boy Scouts’ Assoeiation, but I do not think
the members opposite are even convineed
yet that this is a Communist organisation.
They support the organisation in every way
and sympathise with it.
Member: We do
Workers Star.”

Mr, GRAYDEN: They support this
Bureka Youth League in every way.

Hon. A. *H. Panton: That is a deliberate
lie, and you know it!

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. Hegney: The Minister for Education
is disgusted with you,

Mr. GRAYDEN: They would have every-
one in the State believe that they, the
hypocrites, do not know that the Eureka
Youth League is a communist organisa-
tion—

Hon. A. H. Panton: You are o deliberate
liar, and you know it!

Mr, GRAYDEN :—and are associated with
the Communist sympathisers opposite.

Hon. A. H. Panton: What a beaut you
are! I do not know what you will be like
when yon ave 30 if this is what you are
like when you are 26!

Mr. SPEAKER: OQrder!

Mr. GRAYDEN: I do not know what the
hon. member is talking about. If he would
speak up [ might be able to hear him.

Hon. A, H. Panton: I am telling you
that you are a deliberate liar! Can you
hear that?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Chair!

M: GRAYDEN: As I said before, when
I was so rudely interrupted by the
member for Leederville, the members of Lhe
Opposition muemble away to themselves with
the sole object of having their interjections
recorded in “Hansard,” but they will not
make those interjections sufficiently lond
im' anyone on thizs side of the House to
ear.

not buy “The

Address the

Point of Order.

Hon. A, H. Panton: Mr. Speaker, on a
point of order, the hon. member said that
we, on this side of the House, will not make
interjections loud enough for him to hear.
Now that he is seated, T want to say that he



Jufi

is a deliberate liar if he says that I am a
supporter of the Eureka Youth League.
Can the hon. member hear that? Put that
in your pipe and smoke it!

Myr. Grayden: I object to the statement of
the hon. member opposite and I ask that it
be withdrawn.

Mr, Speaker: I ask that hoth statements
be withdrawn.

ITon, A, H. Panton: The member for
Middle Swan started it, so he ean withdraw
his first.

Mr. Grayden: Mr.
withdraw, I will de so.

Mr. Reynolds: Without reservalion.

Hon. A. L. Panton: As the hon. member
has withdrawn his statement, I will with-
draw mine,

Speaker, if I must

Debate Resumed.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Well, Mr. Speaker, as
1 was saying before T was so rudely inter-
rupted by the member for Leederville—

Hon. A. H. Panton: Do not start again!
You have withdrawn twice already.

Mr, GRAYDEXN: The member for Leeder-
ville seems to take offence at being classed
as n Communist sympathiser; well, I hope
by interjection that he will make it plain to
his colleagues that he is not a Communist
sympathiser, It is all very well for members
on the opposite side of the Chamber to en-
denvour to get around the point by saying:
“We are not Communist sympathisers.”
We never hear them say that outright.

Hon. A, H. Panton: If yon want me to
say i, I will say il if you give me the oppor-
tunity.

Mr. GRAYDEN: T would like every mem-
ber opposite to say: “I am not a Communist
sympathiser.”

Hon. A. H. Panton: I will say it: “I am
not a Communist sympathiser.”

Mr. GRAYDEN: I am very pleased that
the member for Leederville is not, and that
he has taken steps to prove that he pos-
sesses some semblance of democracy.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Where did that
come from?

Mr. Reynolds: What do you know about
demoeraey? You know more ahout hypoe-
risy.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. GRAYDEN: The member for Leeder-
ville ean be assured of a considerable
smount of support from those on this sidd
of the House on the question of—

Hon. A. H. Panton. I do not want it; I
ean get all the support I need from my
mates on this side.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. GRAYDEN :—this fight against his
colleagues—the Communist sympathisers.
Before I was interrupted by members oppo-
site T was establishing that this Eureka
Youth League is affiliated with the Com-
munists,

Mr. Reynolds:

Mr. GRAYDEN: I am having a great
deal of trouble hecause nothing that could
he hrought forward seeps into the minds of
memhers opposite.  They reek of Com-
munism.

Mr., Hegney: You reck of hypoerisy.

Mr. GRAYDEN: However, I think the
evidence T have Dbeen able to produce is
slich that even the members opposite must he
convinced, Before I leave this point of
establishing that the Eureka Youth League
is a Communist organisation, T want to
quote from the Melbourne “Herald.” This
cutting is headed—

The Kindergarten of the Reds,
Through Eurcka Youth League, Communists
Catel "Em Young.

By a Special Reporter,

I do not want to detain members, but I do
feel that I should read this out at some
length. I will do so as quickly as 1 ean, 1
continue the quofe—

Song and danee at o two-storeyed hall in
Queensherry Street, North Melbourne, during
the past week-end, marked the seventh birth-
day of the Eurcka Youth League, Strong-girl
aets, n ‘‘working class munnequin paradle,”’
musie and ballet, ronnded off seven yeara of
Communist svhoulmg. For, whatever its more
naive supporters might say, the Eureka Youth
League is nothing but the Kindergarten of the
Reds. Probably to counter the opposition of
parents who abhor Communists, Eureka pre-
gents an innocent front. Many of its mem-
bers are not Communists. Among the non-
Communists are Olympic sporting figurea and
other well-known young people,

But turn the penny—or the rouble—over.

Eureka’s national seeretary is Audrey Blake,
wife of Vietoria’s most important Communist,
party seeretary J, D. Blake, In Mescow in
1937 and 1938 Mrs. Blake spent half her time
studying the organisation and technique of

Are you a member of it?
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the Komsomol, Soviet opposite number of the
Hitler-jugend and the Bund Deutscher Maedel.

Mr. Reynolds: Heil Hitler!

Mr. GRAYDEN: To continue—

Another top Eureka girl is national coun-
cillor Kath Baeon.

Mr. Reynolds: Ach.

Mr. GRAYDEXN: The newspaper goes on
fo say—

—In the Eurcka Youth League paper, Youth
Voice, they just call her Kath. But in this
month's Communist Review they eall her ' Cont-
rade Bacon.?’

How Red? What does Eureka work for? And
jJust how red is it? The answers are in the
monthly, Youth Veice. This paper, printed on
the same press as the Communist weekly,
Guardian, deseribes itself as ‘‘a working class
youth paper.’”’ It defines the Eureka Youth
League as ‘‘the organisation which says to
the boss, ‘look out—it’s your profits we’re
after,” and then goes after them.’’

Some months Youth Voice is as innoeent
as the Boys’ Own Puper. Tt writes on Sex
Appeal (‘“no dirty fingernails, greasy hair or
unpoiished shoes’?), It carries correspondence
on ‘‘the inconsiderate male’’ (‘‘the majority
of bovs ., . . scem to regard a mnod of the
head as sufficient indieation that they would
like the next dance’’), That’s kid-stuff along-
side the stories in the April issue. April was
Queensland strike month, the last month in
which there was high industrial tension.

This is, as I have said, a cutiing from the
Melbourne “Herald”, and this is the organi-
sation which the member for East Perth
supports.

Hon, J. T. Tonkin: As I have told you
hetore, you are getting your geography
mixed.

Mr. GRAYDEN: I will continue to quote
from the cubting—

That issue displays prominently this piece of
glorification of violence:

Mr. Reynolds: Oh, yes.

Mr, GRAYDEN: Possibly the member
for Forrest approves of this. 1 do not
doubt it. Many members opposite approve
of it. They have indicated their approval
on many occasions. Bat this is the quota-
tion—

Apprentices ‘Do the Scabs Over.’’

Brishanc. Pelice are patrolling inside as well
a9 outside Ipswich workshops, where about 20
scabs nre at work. Two hundred apprentices
in the workshops were ‘‘doing the seabs over,’’
so police were drafted inside the shops.—

Mr., Hegney: You s-abbed on the Inde-
pendent Party.
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Mr.,
tinues—

TUnless the police are withdrawn from inside,
apprentices will be withdrawn.
On the front page, the same issue of the
“Youth Voice” also carried this, signed by
the Enreka Youth League’s National presi-
dent, Ron Brown:—

Mr. Reynolds: Ts he a relative of yours?

Mr. GRAYDEN: That is a classic ex-
ample of the inane remarks made by many
members of the Opposition and particularly
the member for Forrest. The member for
Kast Perth referred to these inane remarks
on a previous occasion,

Mr. SPEAKER: The hop. member should
ignore interjections, and address the Chair.

Mr. GRAYDEN: As I was going to say,
on the front page of this issue of the “Youth
Voice” this statement also appeared, signed
by the Eurcka Youth League’s national
president, Ron Brown—

Tn this, the greatest hour of Queensland
trade vnionism, our young workers are playing
4 glorious part. They stand on every picket
ling throughout this vast State. Outside my
office now on picket duty is a young railway
fireman who has not averaged four hours’ sleep
a night for the past fortnight. He is but one
of the hundreds who have chased srabs off rail-
way engines in the carly hours of the morning,
and stood up to rows of police on the picket
lines all day. Multiply his actions a thousand
times and you will get the angwer that petty
dictator Haulon is also getting.

““Youth Voice’’ guest writer for July is
Comrade J, D. Blake, His subjeet: ¢“What is
Communism??

Pegple used to say, ‘‘Join the Labour Party
and see the world’’ and ‘‘Join the Communist
Party and see the world.”” Eureka Youth
League members cover more miles a yesr than
the big comrades.

Hon. A. R. ¢ Hawke: Join the 1n-
dependent Party and see Bill Grayden.

Mr. GRAYDEN: The article continued-—

The league sent a jazz band to a youth
festival in Prague, It sent o reconstruction
brigade of 14 to work on the Yupgoslav rail-
way, Radio listeners might remcmher the gasp
from one of the homecoming youths when a
Melbourne shipboard radio interviewer asked
him why they didn’t volunteer for reconatruc-
tion on the Vietorian railways.

The Eurcka Youth League is sending 1 Mr.
and Mrs. Marmach to the International Con-
ference of Working Youth in Warsaw mnext
month. Twenty-three Eureka members at-
tended the World Youth Festival, staged by
the red-ruled World Federation of Democratic
Youth in Prague last year., Work out for

GRAYDEN: The qguotation con-
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yourself what it costs to send 23 young people
{but too big for half-fare} to Europe and
back,

And Eurcka's Kath Baeon gets about. She
was spokesman for the youth of Australin at
a South-East Asia Youth Conference in New
Delhi in April. She is touring Queensland thia
month to tell of her experiences in Asia and
explain how we can help and be helped by the
youth of our nearest neighhours,

Her lesson: You get a clue to what Kath
will be telling the .adolescents of Queensland
from an article under her name in this month’s
‘*Communist Review.’? Tt is ealled ¢‘Struggles
of the Colonial Peoples.'’ She thinks the re-
volutionaries in South-East Asia lave been en-
couraged by the sight of the British retreat-
ing before the Japanese Army, Xath writes
in ‘‘Communist Review,'’ and presumably will
tell Queensland youth that a Icsson to be learned
by Australian youth from the revolutionaries
of South East Asia is that they never hesitate
to enfer the stroggle to bhattle the armed
police, Kath will probably omit from her
Queensland harangues this bit from her ¢ Com-
munist Review®? piece; ‘“We must battle for
the abolition of the White Australia policy,
which not only constitutes an inselt to our
ucighbours, but alse preserves rotten race
theories.”?

Mr. Hegney: Do you suggest the aboli-
tion of the White Australia policy?

Mr. GRAYDEN: The Eureka Youth
Leagune is working to that end with the
assistance of those members who support
it. The member for East Perth has taken
np the endgels on its hehalf. The member
for Pilbara has frequently spoken in that
strain for Communism and I take it he is
another sympathiser. :

Mr, Hegney: On a point of order, I want
to tell the hon. member that that is a de-
liberate lie, and he is a deliberate liar if he
makes such a statement.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Hear hear!

Mr, Hegney: I ask that the statement be
withdrawn,

Mr. SPEAKER: What does the hon.
member want withdrawn?

Mr. Hegnep: The dirty inference that T
am a Communist sympathiser and have
spoken in faveur of Communism, and I
want to tell him that he is a deliberate liar.

Mr. SPEAKER : The member for Middle
Swan must withdraw,

Mr. GRAYDEN: I bow to your ruling,
Mr. Speaker. I must withdraw the remark
nnd therefore T do withdraw,

Hon. A, R. Q. Hawke: Yon are a squib.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. GRAYDEN: The hon. member knows
fuli well that the Speaker’s ruling must be
obeyed. If a member asks for the with-
drawal of a statement it must be withdrawn
irrespective of how true it is.

Mr. Kelly: On a point of order, [ ask
that the member for Middle Swan should
make a withdrawal, not only on behalf of
the member for Pilbara but also on behalf of
myself and the rest of the members on this
side of the House. I want a total with-
drawa) and not a half-hearted one,

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Not a hypocri-
tical one.

Mr. SPEAKER: Did the hon. member
refer to sll memhers on the Opposition
side?

Mr, Kelly: Yes.

Mr, SPEAKER: I ask the hon. membet o
to withdraw the remark,

Mr. GRAYDEXN: Again, if I muost with-
draw, I do so.
Mr. Kelly: Tt is not a matter of “must.”

Hon, A. R, G. Hawke: Do not be a
hypocerite,

Mr. GRAYDEXN: I have been asked (o
withdraw and therefore I bow to your
ruling, Mr, Speaker, I must confesa that
I am absolutely astonished at the hypoerisy
being displayed by members opposite. We
had a plea—and I chalienge any member to
dispute this statement—for Communism last
night and we have had pleas for Commun-
ism by other speakers. I challenge members
opposite to dispute the statement that the
member for East Perth took up the eadgels
for the Eorcka Youth League. According
to the rules of the House, if a withdrawal is
asked for, I must withdraw and I did with-
draw. T shall dismiss that peint and con-
tinue with my reading, which must he ex-
fremely enlightening to members opposite.

Hon. A. A, 1. Coverley: Extremely
amusing.
Mr. GRAYDEN: Though members per-

sist 1n mumbling, T shall eontinue my read-
ing of the article. It says—

How many members had Bureka and what
attracts them? The Eureka Youth League does
not publish membership figures, but ‘‘Youth
Voice?' cirenlation fipures provide a  lhint.

Here are ‘‘Youth Voice’’ anles figures for
June—Victoria, 3,074; New South Wales,

3,000; Queensland, 900; Western Australia,
250; South Australia, 180; Tasmania, 96.
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Young people join Eurcka becauge it is a
well-run organisation that gives them a gooed
timg and provides pleasant company. Rueful
workers for rival youth organisations admit
that Eureka members are mostly pleasant, if
misguided, young people, and that Eureka
Youth League promptly expels the vnpleasant.

Eureka sports organisation, with its well
diseiplined sprucely turned out teams, is the
main draw. But there is much more to it than
sports. Melbourne activities eurrently listed
include art classes, dressmaking, drama, camp-
ing and gymmnasium. Localities Jisted include
Northeote, Brunswick, Collingwood, East
Brighton, Prahran, XKew and Camberwell.
Eureka Youth League Kremlin is its two-
storeyed hall in Nerth Melbourne,

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke:

as the Independent Party.

Mr. GRAYDEN: The member for Nor-
tham has been chattering away to himself
about the Independent Party all the even-
ing and in total disregard of the member for
Yilgarn-Coolgardie, who was an Indepen-
dent dnd changed to the Labour side. I
repard it as an insult to the hon, mem-
her and bad taste on the part of the member
for Northam.

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: He did not de-
nounce the Labour Party when he was an
Independent.

Mr. GRAYDEN: It proves that mem-
bers on the front bench, once they get into
Parliament, are there to exploit the working
people and do it effectively and also keep
members on the hack benches nailed right
down. They dare not vote against them;
otherwise they do not get the seleetion. They
even roerce an unfortunate Independent
to cross to their side and, having got him
there, year affer year indulge in slandering
him, I have just read out a document which
I feel must be extremely enlightening to
members opposite, who, childlike in their
faith, have accepted this relationship with
the Eureka Youth League and sympathised
with that league.

Myr. May: I wish to say for my part that
I have accepted mo relationship with the
Communists in any shape or form. I want
an unqualified withdrawal of the hon. mem-
ber’s statement os far as I am. concerned.

Mr. SPEAKER: Does the hon. member
withdraw the statement?

Mr. GRAYDEN: Once again J bow to
your ruling, Mr. Speaker. I withdraw the
inference that the member for Collie is
directly associated with Communism,

Nearly as good
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Mr. May: I am not associated in any way
with Communism, Mr. Speaker, directly or
indirectly.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Mr. Speaker, I bow
again to your ruling. I must withdraw the
statement that the hon. member is associated
with Communism, and in accordance with
the Standing Orders, I do so. I ¢ompliment
the member for Collie on his not being assoei-
ated with Communism. I am glad of it.

Opposition Members: Boo!

Mr. GRAYDEN: Neither is the member
for Leederville. That makes two.

Mr. May: I desire the member for Middle
Swau to apologise to me for having made
the statement that T was associated with the
Commnnist Party.

The Premier: You are getting a bit thin-
skinned.

My, May: If the member for Middle Swan
had withdrawn in a reasonable way, I wouid
have been satisfied, but he did not. I there-
fore ask for en apology.

Mr. SPEAKER: Docs the hon. member
withdraw?

My, GRAYDEN: I have already with-

drawn.

Hon. A. R. G. ITawke: Why not cease
heing a rat-bag?

Mr. GRAYDEN: I am pleased that one
by one mentbers opposite are denying alle-
giance to the Communist Party. We shall
be able to get more members in this House
to assist us in our fight against Communism,
I hope the denials by members opposite will
not interfere with their chances of being re-
turned at the next election.

Mr. May: You look after yourself ai the
next clection.

Mr. GRAYDEN: I am pleased to note
definitely where Labour members stand on
this subject. It is about time more Labour
members in this State adopted the same atti-
tude. T have herc an enlightening document
whick I shall quote to members opposite,
because, as I said, in their childlike faith
they more or less accepted the Eureka Youth
League. They did not know it was associated
with Communism, and therefore the league
must have appeared inviting to them. After
all, say what we like, ii was the Eureka
Youth League that the member for East
Perth was striving to nurture when he asked
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the question to which I have referred. I am
not condemning him alone, as 1 believe he
did it in good faith, not knowing that the
leasue was associated with the Communist
Party.

I condemn the whole Labour Party, not
necessarily the Labour members in this
Chamber, but the whole Labhour Party. Let
us take one seetion of the Labour Party, the
University Labour Club, as it will demon-
strate the extent to which the Lahour Party
generally js linked up with the FEureka
Youth League. It will demonstrate what a
fareieal position was taken up in this House
a few minutes ago, when members opposite
rose and disclaimed any responsibility for
the Communist Party or the Eureka Youth
League. The pamphlet I have here will
show eclearly the relationship between the
two parties. It was pot published by the
University Labour Club alone; it was pub-
lished jointly by that club and the Eureka
Youth League. Does not that establish that
the Labour Party is linked up with the
Bureka Youth League?

Mr. Brady: That has nothing to do with
the Labour Party.

Mr. GRAYDEN: That interjection is an-
other illustration of the way in which mem-
bers opposite seek to misrepresent the posi-
tion to the people of the State. I will tell
the hon. member exactly where he stands in
n few moments, so I will ask him to with-
hold his interjections.

My. Brady: Don’t talk a lot of rot.

Mr. GRAYDEN: I have already quoted
from the pamphlet. T now quote the fol-
lowing extract—

The Federal Leader of the Liberal Party
ia Mr. Menzies. Before the war he publicly
praised Hitler, Mussolini and Tejo. As At-
torney General in the Nationalist Government,
Le forced the workers against their will to
ship war materials to Japan, They were used
by the Japs in China, Malaya, New Guinea
and Darwin,

The pamphlet is bhiased in the exireme, as
members opposite well know. Every mem-
ber is aware that at the time the shipments
of iron-ore to Japan were stopped, it was
the Federal T.A.P. Government that was
responsible. The Western Australian Gov-
ernment protested most bitterly against the
ban. I have already quoted from “Han-
sard” tonight the actual resolution passed by
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the Parliament of this State. The Labour
Government actually protested against the
ban on the shipment of iron-ore 1o Japan;
and yet the University Labour Club, in con-
junetion with the Eureka Youth League,
is allowed to get away with the statements 1
have quoted. I have quoted this pamphlet
not becanse of the lies and misrepresenta-
tions contained in it but to show the con-
nection between the Labour Party and the
Eureka Youth League. Tn spite of all this,
members opposite objected to statements
which I made and which, bowing to
your ruling, Mr. Speaker, I withdrew, irre-
spective of what I actually thought.

Mr. Styants: You are a liar, and know
You are g liar,

Mr. GRAYDEN: The hon. member is the
only liar here. I produce this pamphlet to
prove the connection which does exist bhe-
tween the Labour Party amd the Fureka
Youth League, Here i3 a responsible in-
tegraj seetion of the Labour Party proclaim-
ing to alt Australia an affiliation hetween
the Labour 1’arty and the Enrcka Youth
League. That will prove how an interjector
opposite endeavoured to misrepresent to the
people of the State the facts in regard te
this University Labour Club. He said,
“They were not affiliated.”

Mr. Brady: It is correct, too.

Mr. GRAYDEN: At the time this pampb-
let was printed, the University Labour Club
was offiliated with the Labour Party, and
therefore what the hon. memhnr says is
simply & misrepresentation.

Mr, Brady: You have no proof of that,
either,

Mr, GRAYDEN: 1 can definitely establish
that the University Labour Club was not
expelled by the Labour Party. Do not let
any member be deluded on that seore. The
University Labour Club sought this dis-
affiliation itself, becanse it could w.t con-
tinue to pay the extortionate fres demanded
by the Labour Party. So we see the tie-up.
We have this sibversive Communist Pariy
linked up with the Eureka Youth Leagne.
The member for East Perth, nex{ the Uni-
versity Labour Club and then the Labour
Party! It thus becomes crystal clear, al-
though it is convenient for members opposite
to deny sympathy or relationship with the
Communist Party, that there was this link-
ing up. Yet I have had to withdraw state-
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ments made by me beeanse of the Standing
Orders. But before I leave the subject of
Communism as it relates to members op-
posite, I want fo qguote again from “The
West Australian” of the 26th July, 1948,
This deals with a matter concerning defence
work of a highly secret nature. The head-
lines are—“Atomic Seerets Denied to Aus-
tralia, U.S. Fear Leakage through Com-
munists.” Tt is a message from Canberra
dated the 25th July, and begins—

The United States is refusing to give any

atomie research details to Great Britain unless
definite assurances are given that the informa-
tion will not be handed on to Anstralia, it was
learnt on reliable authority tonight. Fear that
leakages of vital details may occur through
Australian Communists is believed to be the
reason behind this condition.
And so on. So the country of which we
are all so justly proud—on this side, any-
way—cannof bhe trusted. We cannot be
trusted simply and solely because we have a
Commonweanlth Labour. Government und a
Labour orgenisation throughout this country
of the type upon which I have touched
briefly tonight.-

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: You are “barmy.”

Hon, ¥. J. S. Wise: You will be in Heath-
eote before long!

Mr. GRAYDEN: I apologise for keeping
the House till this late hour. I would bhave
liked to continue in much greater detail and
would have dene so had the hour heen
earlier., I wonld add that,when the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition was concluding a
speech earlier this session, he said, when re-
ferring to the activities of this Government,
that it sowed the wind far and wide in
Mareh, 1947, and the reaping of the whirl-
wind was upon it. But the member for
Northam was wrong., He was hopelessly
wrong, and he knows it! This wind to which
he refers was already at its height when the
present Government took over.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: It bas been in
existence for the last couple of hours,

Mr. GRAYDEN: It was a wind of mis-
management, a wind of stagnation, a wind
of destruction—the destruction of our demo-
eratic way of life. That was the wind and
that was the stage it bad reached when the
present Government took offiee,  That des-
truetive wind has slackened and shortly it
will be mastered, and the progress which
has marked the history of this State in its
earlier years will once again continue apace.
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Hon. A, R. G. Hawke:
spoken!

Mr, GRAYDEN: And the South Aus-
tralian reject has added his poisonous little
pieee!

On motion by Mr. Kelly,
journed,

The rathag has

debate ad-

House adjourned at 1045 pm
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The PRESIDENT fook the Chair at
4.30¢ p.m., and read prayers.

BILL—INCREASE OF BENT (WAR
RESTRICTIONS) ACT AMENDMENT.

Standing Orders Suspension.

On  motion by the Chief Seeretary,
resolved: .

That so much of the Standing Orders be
suspended as i3 necessary to enable the Bill
to be passed through all its stages at the
one sitting.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. C. H. Bimpson, leave
of ahsence for six consecutive sittings
granted to Hon. L. A. Logan (Central) on
the ground of ill-health.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Eighth Day.
Dehate resumed from the previous day.

HON. A. THOMSON (South-East)
[4.34): Like the other speakers, I congratu-
late you, Sir, on having been re-elected for
another term as President of this House. ¥
also congratulate those whom the King has



